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3 - Persuasive dialectical approach: the basis of this approach is reason too.
It seeks the facts for its own sake, and provides clear, irrefutable arguments
and proofs that make opponents objectively accept and acknowledge them.
We have also offered an elaborated discussion on its fields in the question
of monotheism, administration of the Creator, knowing the prophet, and

believing in him, and so on.

4 - Story and its method has active role in rooting and establishing of faith,
through its psychological and emotional impact on human soul. The Holy
Qur’an has given to story a great importance in this concern. So, has come the

stories of Prophet Noah, Abraham and David to confirm this purpose.



Summary

narrative approach, which has so many divine lessons and examples. The
result of this study is to get to the fact that the Qur an has rooted in man certain

beliefs that form the basis of the faith in Almighty Allah.

As to the term of Quranic approach included in this study, we mean by it
our understanding of the method and the way which the Holy Quran followed
through its holy verses, to consolidate and root faith in the soul of man.
The method used in these verses may be to raise reason, common sense, or
persuasion, so that man may get to know well Almighty Allah, know His
prophets and messengers, and know resurrection and the Afterlife. And so on

in the rest of the doctrinal system.

The Holy Quran has given to faith a great role in man’s life, and deepened in
the human soul certain methods that man can follow with light and guidance.
Our study tries to show these methods and define their applications through

Quranic verses and exegetic views.
Here, we brief the methods as the following:

1 - Innate approach: its reference to the general fundamentals of religion
concerning the oneness of Almighty Allah. We have talked about the
important applications of this approach through phenomena leading to it,
such livelihood, knowledge of the unseen, and so on. And all of them are
in harmony with this approach. They take man to believe in his Lord and

Creator.

2 - Rational approach: this approach may be the most important one in
the consolidation of faith. Surely, the main axis for the belief in Allah,
prophethood, and the afterlife is reason. So, reason, as a criterion, is present
throughout this study. We have discussed its important role in believing in the
maker of life, prophethood, and resurrection, through Qur’anic applications

and their analysis according to reason.
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Qur'anic approach to rooting of Faith
Applied analytical study

Yahya Aal Dukhi

Summary

I this study, we discuss the Quranic approach that establishes faith
in man, by offering the tools that form the Quranic approach or that

the Quran has used

It is the approach of common sense, reason, debate and story. So, our
study discusses these methods objectively and scientifically, and shows
the applications of every approach taking them from the Qur’an itself.
After defining common sense, we deal with its applicable area, such as the
phenomena of livelihood, life and death, and Knowledge of the Unseen.
These areas cause to man an obsession that drives him, by common sense and
conscience, to believe in the oneness of Allah. So is the rational approach.
Reason in the Quranic and Hadith texts is the implicit authority, while
prophets are the explicit authority. Reason, for man, is the tool of thinking,
and the measure of distinguishing between good and evil. In fact, the realizing
of all good is done by reason. We have defined reason and mentioned its
applications, including the belief in the Wise Maker and Administrator, and
the belief in prophethood and afterlife, and so on with the rest of the other
approaches, such as debate which is just a goal and purpose, but not a means

to get to the right and distinguish it from falsehood. Then comes the historical
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when they fabricated the theory that said it was illegal to rise against unjust
rulers. This theory had given oppressive rulers immunity in the face of any
revolt against them that lasted for more than a thousand years. With this
theory, they numbed the Umma and stopped its progress and development,

until it has reached what it is in nowadays of backwardness and decline.

The Second is the danger of the method they follow in their reasoning. Itis the
method of selective ijtihad based on selecting certain evidences to produce
such a dangerous theory. And all of that comes under the argument of ijtihad,
which is also the most dangerous theory known to Islamic thought at all;
because it is the only tool they have adopted to tear up religion and break up
the Umma in the name of religion and the name of legality of ijtihad, where
the Umma is still paying the price of this deadly theory with its animosity and

disgusting sectarian wars.

In spite of the extinction of the Murji ah as a theologian sect, and, in fact,
the extinction of deferment thought in general, we see that there are ideas
spreading from time to time in our nowadays societies ,having the impressions
of this thought and its extensions that separate faith from behavior, like
the thoughts spread among the youth, especially in schools, universities,
and open societies, that call for the unnecessity of committing to religious
obligations, under the pretext that purity of heart makes man in no need
of committing to those obligations, being unaware of the role of faith and
behavior in spiritual perfection and moral progress for man. In fact, faith and
behavior are two wings with which man does fly to the ranks of perfection.
So, true faith can change the entire course of man’s life, and lift him from the

bottom of material life to the top of moral height.
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The Relation between Faith and Behavior
The doctrine of modern deferment as an example

Safa’uddin al -Khazraji

Summary

h ® _study deals with the relation between faith and behavior,
T 1 S showing its kind, discussing the mutual effects, and defining
the position of this relation in the cognitive system of Islam, and its influence
in moral progression and spiritual perfection of man, which may take him to
the position of full monotheism (essence, attributes, and actions). The study

also discusses the negative side of the phenomenon of separation between

faith and behavior.

Perhaps the most dangerous of these intellectual trends is that which the
Murji ah believe in, because it would politically justify the rulers’ injustice
and oppression on the one hand, and socially will spread in the Muslim
society moral degeneration and behavioral deviation on the other hand. The
Murji’ah - whether we say it is a political creed assuming religious faith, or
it is a doctrinal creed whose thought has been employed for politics - call
for the separation of faith from behavior, and believe that faith and he belief
in the two testimonies (shahadatayn) are sufficient, no matter how deviated

man is in his behavior.
There is no doubt how dangerous this Umayyad thought is from two sides:

The first is that it justifies deviation and considers it legal in the name of

religion, just as the Umayyads made injustice legal in the name of religion,

322



323

Summary

Integral Approach And Ontological Vision

Salih Al-Waeli

Summary

h * _ article offers a serious analytical study of systematic thinking
T 1 S process to get to the highest universal facts, which are
called as the universal vision or philosophical vision that constitutes man’s
cognitive belief about this existence. The aim of this study is to offer a view
on positive methodological behavior in the process of building the doctrinal
system by making use of all cognitive tools, and to make the most use of
its data in proving the existential realities, and provide a real discussion of
the contradiction between them. We also try, in this study, to get to a clear
vision in making the cognitive tools integrative and not destructive, through
the reference to their only authentic source, which is reason; the absolute

scientific perceptual dominating tool in all levels of thought.

Through the various tools of knowledge, we can define the paths of making
the universal doctrinal vision. In the first rank of faith, we have only the
judgments of reason independent of any other tool; otherwise, we are faced
by the imperatives of period, sequence, and the impossibility of getting to
required certainty. As to the second rank, we can depend on two tools; the
first is sense to prove the claim of prophethood by seeing the miracle or
relying on recurrent traditions, and the second is to depend on text in proving
the supernatural world in details. However, all that should be under the shade
of reason and its judgments, for any other tool has no independence in any

judgment; because they all depend, in their authenticity, on reason.
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First Doctrinal Necessity

Reza Berenjkar

Mahdi Nusratiyan Ahour

Summary

h question of first doctrinal necessity is one of the most
T e controversial issues in theology. The books of theology
have discussed it and raised the question about it among all other doctrinal
obligations. This matter has turned into a controversial topic, taking a very

scope that every scholar has come to offer his own vision about the first

doctrinal necessity.

From the most important theories in this study are: doubt, intent and will,
consideration and reasoning, and the knowing of Allah. So if it is meant by
first doctrinal necessity the first according to the original meaning, then it
must be said that one of its evidences is the knowing of Allah. But if first
is meant to be the first in any case, then it is meant to be the first doctrinal
necessity. Thus, if we believe in innate and heartfelt knowing of Allah, then

the belief in Allah and having faith in Him will be the first necessity .
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So, any way and any philosophy in life must be built - like it or not —on a
particular type of belief, view, and evaluation of existence, and on a special
type of interpretation and analysis. To each principle, there is a specific
impression and a certain pattern of reflection on the universe and existence.
And this is the basis and intellectual background of that principle. This basis
and that background is usually called the "universal vision". Every one of
religions, laws, principles and social philosophies depends on a particular
universal vision, and all the goals that some principle proclaims and calls
people to keep to, all the methods it assigns, all the obligations and forbidden
acts thatitissues,and all the responsibilities that it founds are not but essential
and necessary consequences of the universal vision that forms the main basis

for that principle.
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The Role of Faith in Building Ideology

Kamal Mass oud Thabih

Summary

* perfection - which is inseparable from man who
S eeklngtries to find his self and his real association -
does only come under a universal vision, to which human reason appeal in
foundingan ideology that contributes to diagnosing the beginning and the end
of his movement; because of the nature of the growing relationship between
what exists and what should exist. Man cannot find his real identity and solve
the cognitive question - where from, where to, and wherein - except under
the existential and cognitive realism of the divine universal vision (faith),
which in turn is considered as the basis for the construction of judgments,
ethics, and law, and which reflects the firm coordination between the
doctrinal dimension and the practical dimension. Hence, this article comes
to shed light on the role of the divine universal vision (faith) in establishing
the ideological vision by studying extraneous conceptual notions to form the
cognitive orientation of the article through the two most important axes that
are inseparable from all their joints: the universal vision and the ideological
vision, and then to move on to discussing the universal vision issues, in terms
of real theological issues; and then according to that, to divide the universal
vision into divine and material visions. After that, we come to the generative
role between the divine universal vision and the ideological vision. Then, we
end the study with discussing the cognitive introduction and approach used

mnit.
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It can be said that there are standards and measures acceptable to the wise

about the distinction between true faith and false faith. Here are they:
1. the measure of sound reason
2. the measure of common sense
3. the measure of internal compatibility and harmony of faith
4. the measure of scientific results required and expected from faith

Therefore, every human being and every free scholar must apply these
standards and measures to his idea and belief, and if his belief is consistent
and applicable to these four criteria, then his faith will be true; otherwise,
he should reconsider his faith without any fanaticism and obstinacy and
make it in accordance with these criteria. In fact, the truthfulness of faith is
not limited to these four criteria, but what we have mentioned are the most

important of them.
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impossible for contraries to meet together.

One of the most important studies in “Epistemology” is to find the standard
to distinguish true knowledge from false knowledge. So, is there a criterion

or criteria for evaluating human knowledge or not?

The answer to this very important question distinguishes between the
sophistic current - and skepticism - which denies any criterion and standard
of knowledge, and believes in the relativity of knowledge and the denial of
any certain absolute knowledge; and between the current that focuses on the

existence of a standard and measure in human knowledge.

Inthisarticle,we try to answer the following question: How do we distinguish

between the true, correct faith and the false, incorrect faith?

Here, we should distinguish between two questions:
1. Whatis the standard for faith truthfulness and falsehood?
2. How do we distinguish between true faith and false faith?

There is a critical difference between the two questions; the first question
generally looks into criteria and standards to differentiate between correct
and incorrect knowledge, and suggests several things through which we can
know true beliefs and false beliefs, whereas the second question is related to
the application of standards to the evidences; it means that after knowing the
general criteria for practically differentiating between true and untrue beliefs,
how do we apply those standards to our beliefs to distinguish the true ones
from the false? Logic undertakes this task and helps man in the application of

standards to evidences, and guides him to see which is true and which is not.

The subject matter of our study in this article is the answer to the first question.
That is to say , we want to shed light on the criterion of truth and falsehood in
general , and look for standards and measures that may help us to distinguish

true faith from false faith.
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Standards of the Validity of Faith

Mustafa Azizi

Summary

* is the cornerstone of religious knowledge; for on which all
F althmoral values and individual and social behaviors depend.
If faith is true, all what is based on it will be true, and if faith is corrupted,
all that is based on it will be corrupted too. So, we must know acceptable

standards and fully considered criteria in whose light we can distinguish

between true faith and corrupted faith.

In this article , we have discussed several criteria and standards to distinguish
the right from falsehood in beliefs, including: the appropriateness of faith for
common sense, its aptness to sound reason, the compatibility and internal
harmony between the elements of doctrinal system, and the compatibility of

faith with the scientific results required.

Since this study depends on preliminary principles and studies, we have
discussed,before showing the criteria, the doctrinal issues and their purposes,

in order to reach the desired result.

If we realize that a part of man’s beliefs is wrong and incorrect, and the
remaining part is true and correct, then there must be some standards
and criteria to distinguish true faith from untrue faith; in order to know

the truthfulness of one of them and the falsehood of the other, since it is
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used by evildoers and the unjust to achieve their interests and goals, and thus,

their consequences would be against the happiness of mankind.

Fourthly: the science of faith is the best and most important among all
sciences; for it concerns the most exalted fact; it is the Creator and Maker of
this world with all it has, and this is in terms of reality. Studying of faith may
be delayed, in terms of evidencing, until after knowing some sciences that
prove some prerequisites of faith questions, such as cognitive and natural

sciences.

The vision that one gets to has a great impact on the way of man’s life and
fate. Soitis a must for every one — whatever his /her specialty is - to learn the
path that can be followed in order to get out of his /her own specialty into the
research about the Creator in an objectively scientific way, as common to the
people of sciences and scientific professions. So, if one gets to proving that,
he would make his specialty as a path and a guidepost for others to promote
and prove it in the hearts of people, and not to remain in the circle of the

subject matter of his specialization, knowing nothing else.
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Firstly, the sciences that one learns and holds form a cognitive system, and
this means that they are cognitively interconnected in a way or another, and
have a natural hierarchy among themselves. Some of them are earlier and
others are later. The understanding of this hierarchy and system is of great
benefit to learners; for they can know in which rank their specialization lies
within this system, and thus can determine the sciences that precede the

specialization they study and the sciences that come later.

This matter is useful to a scholar to know from where to take the prerequisites
of his specialty as established fundamentals, and which sciences can take
their established fundamentals from his specialty; for when sciences have
developed and been branched, it has become difficult for one person to
know all specializations to make a scientific encyclopedia as it might have
happened in the past. So it has become necessary for one to choose only one
specialty to be creative in it. But in order to be realistic in his studies, one
should take the prerequisites of his studies from one whom he trusts in and
relies on in the specialties that have been before his one, and gives the results
of his specialty to the people of specialties that come after him. He should not
interfere in determining what has preceded , nor the results of what may come
after his specialty, because this is not a specialized act, and may not lead to a

realistic result.

Secondly, there are some sciences that all scholars - in various specialties -
should learn and know well, because they have common advantage in all

specialties, and those sciences are the cognitive sciences.

Thirdly, all sciences in their nature represent perfection for man,and involve

in providing his welfare and happiness. However, they may be directed and
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Faith and its position in the human thought

Falah Al-Aabidi

Summary

thought contains a great number of concepts
Humanand issues related to various topics, and to
make use of which, scholars and researchers have paid too much attention
to classifying them into groups of sciences according to their subject matter
and the way of studying them, trying to discover the hierarchy between these
sciences due to the order of their subjects; to get at a coherently cognitive
system, including what is former and what is later according to reality and
possibility, or according to learning and evidence. No doubt that among
those concepts and matters, there is what is related to man’s perceptions and
visions about the cause of the world and its characteristics and actions, which
has been classified as world view or faith. In these pages, we want to show
the conception of faith and its position in this human cognitive system, and
its rank among all sciences in that system.
Faith, in its two rational and religious dimensions, is at the top of theoretical
sciences as to honor; for the honor of science is due to the honor of its facts and
subject matters,and surely the science of faith is related to the most honorable
and most perfect being at all; it is Almighty Allah, and His attributes and
doings. So science of faith is prior to all sciences in terms of reality, and its
subject matter are prior to all subject matters in terms of reality; for it is the

starter and founder of them all.

Thus, we can infer the following:
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It is this approach that has been confirmed by the infallible Imams (peace be
on them) in many hadiths narrated from them. In a tradition related to Imam
al-Kadhim (peace be on him), he said: «O Hisham, Allah has two authorities
on people: explicit authority and implicit authority; the explicit one is the

messengers, prophets and imams, and the implicit one is reason.

Inordertoachieveits soughtvision,the magazine,inits general framework,is
committed by offering topics compatible with the genuine Islamic thought to
meet the needs of the intellectual and doctrinal arena in the Ummah, focusing
on vital topics worthy of being researched and studied, and discussing, in
a grave scientific manner, the intellectual and doctrinal spurious arguments
raised in this concern, away from useless disputing method that can only

result in separation and hatred.

All this goes according to the methodology of studying a special one topic
for each issue of the magazine, shedding lights on all cognitive dimensions
of the subject being discussed, taking into account the logical order of the
subjects dealt with in the magazine as much as possible; to offer - through its

successive issues —an integrated doctrinal system.
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Editor's word

Summary

* each new birth of any human educational, intellectual
Wlthproj ectin any field of knowledge,, new horizons open, with
a luminous window of light carrying the lantern of intellectual and cognitive
guidance in all sides of man’s life, to dispel the darkness of ignorance that
prevents perfection at all levels. And surely, this applies to the auspicious
birth of our intellectual,, doctrinal magazine that seeks to establish our new
project, which tries to build and adapt an intellectual and doctrinal mission
in the field of knowledge, that the al -Daleel Foundation has undertaken the
responsibility of its success. At the same time, it seeks to face the intellectual
challenges in today’s world, and work to raise the level of doctrinal
awareness among the Muslims in Iraq, in the Arab World, Muslim world,
and everywhere in the world on equable scientific bases, following scientific
research methods, and depending on specialized experts in this field. This
task rests on a transcendent divine system based on reason and its adopted
cognitive fundamentals, and on true religious texts taken from the Prophet
and the infallible Imams (Allah's blessing and peace be upon them all),
that have come to alert the mind to what it might neglect, and complete the
shortcoming in understanding sciences that it is unable to understand by
itself; to strengthen the intellectual construction of man who is the ultimate
goal of religions’ teachings, and intellectual and philosophical theories; and
get man to the desired perfection for which he has been created to be Allah’s
deputy on earth, to undertake the trust, and dominate over all creatures by the

will of the Almighty Creator.
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