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Summary

Reflections on man’s relation to the Creator

Great Ayatollah Sheikh Ja far Subhani
Summary

r I ‘h cognitive relation between man and the Creator is one of
ethe important and fateful issues that have repercussions and

influences on man’s fate and perfection; for it is the basis upon which the
understanding of the reality of life is built; the understanding that is considered
as the footing of man’s behaviors, because it is the real motive of his actions.
Therefore, religions, especially Islam, have paid great importance to this
relation in order to clarify it in the most correct way, besides strengthening it
to establish and keep it safe from suspicions and spurious arguments directed
to it sometimes. Hence, we have a stop with Grand Ayatollah Sheikh Ja far
Subhani on this vital and important question to make use of his knowledge in
explaining to us some facts of this relation. We saw that this might be done
through a questions and answers conversation to discuss the most important

aspects of this matter.
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The theological approach of Khwaja Nasirudin al-Tusi

Mohammad Bagqir al-Khirsan

Summary

¢ _ Nasirudinal-Tusiis a versed scholar having occupied
KhW aJ aa very high position in the Muslim world. Itis from his
school that both Sunni and Shiite scholars have learned different knowledge.
This article tries to study his intellectual theological project. Sheikh al -
Tusi witnessed the Mongol occupation of the Islamic East and the devastating
effects on Muslims and on their scientific and intellectual edifices at the
time. This led him to make efforts to preserve what had remained of Islamic
heritage. He also lived during a period of time that witnessed a wide critique
against philosophical researching, besides the appearance of theological
suspicions, which required him to deal with such accusations and suspicions
by writing books and letters in addition to explaining the writings of others.
In this context, he tried his best to establish a Twelver Shiite theology free
from controversies, fallacies and nonsenses. In his theological approach,
Sheikh al-Tusi sought to unite intellect and the Shariah, to show the Shiite
beliefs in a logically systematic way, and to refute spurious arguments in
a scientifically deductive way, until his scientific approach has become a
compact reference to authors and scholars. This is what we will try to discuss
in this paper and show the most important aspects of this approach.
Keywords: theology, philosophy, Khwaja, Nasirudin, al-Tusi,

abstraction of belief.

294



299

Summary

God’s incarnation, personification, and manifestation... between
rejection and acceptance
Dr. Ali Shaikh

Summary

r I ‘h question of how to know God is one of the questions that
Ephilosophers and thinkers have cared about since ancient times.

Every school of thought has tried to show the reality of God according to its
beliefs, teachings, and adopted cognitive notions, besides their evidences on
the existence of God. In this study, we will briefly shed light on three concepts
that are directly related to the knowledge of God; the concepts of incarnation,
personification and manifestation. Incarnation is one of the basic tenets of
faith in Christianity . However, this kind of understanding and knowledge of
God is contrary to the intuitions of intellect and it violates the religious texts
and teachings of the Abrahamic religions.

Another concept concerning the knowledge of God is the concept of
personification, by which we mean that God appears in a shape of a human
being or any other creature. It was necessary to study this kind of knowledge
of God and show the reality of embodiment in Islam. Finally, we discuss
the question of manifestation. It is stated in the true, definitive Islamic texts
that God has manifested Himself to the mountain. However, it will be clear
through the study that God’s incarnation and embodiment are impossible,
but as for His manifestation in a certain shape or form, it is potential , but not
through the physical visual sense.

Keywords: incarnation, embodiment, manifestation, seeing of God,

heart vision
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The role of Homogenization Rule in knowing the beginning of
existence
Dr. Mohammad Ali Ardakan

Summary

r I ‘h Homogenization Rule is one of the most important intuitive
eintellectual rules that branching out from causality that has its

effects theoretically and practically. In this study, we try to examine the
[warning ] arguments on this rule after showing its significance, and then
focusing on its role in different arenas, to find out the creator of existence
through a descriptive analytical approach, and to answer some of the
questions put forward about the origin of this rule and some of its doctrinal
applications.

It seems that the right perception of this rule has a significant role in
solving some possible or raised problematic issues, whether concerning its
significance or applications. Homogenization between cause and effectis one
ofthe branches of causality , which needs to be studied due to its importance in
doctrinal studies, and discuss its denial by some theologians and new physics
scientists. Moreover, there is a need to answer the suspicions raised about it.

At the outset, it is necessary to distinguish between the principle
of causality and the rules resulting therefrom, so that the denying of
those rules should not be attributed to the denying of the principle of
causality.

Keywords:homogenization rule, the creator of existence, the principle of

causality, the rule of the one, cause, effect.
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Summary

Negative Theology A critical study
Dr. Kamal Masoud Thabih

Summary

of the most important concerns of intellectuals and
One philosophers is the knowledge of Almighty Allah, His
attributes, and His names. The study divisdes the attributes into positive
attributes and negative attributes. From among the East and West’s scholars
there are some who have spoken clearly about God’s being far above any
attribute. And in order to avoid the problems facing the interpretation of
God’s attributes, they have resorted to negative theology by confessing
the inability to understand the divine attributes as they really are. Then,
they interpreted the attributes, whose apparent meaning implied positivity,
as negative, denying their opposites, in order to avoid the falling into the
problems of denying God’s attributes and likening Him to His creatures
(ta’til and tashbih).

This study is concerned with explaining this theory through showing its
truth and the sayings of its followers in ancient Greece and religion scholars
of Judaism, Christianity and Islam, and then to discuss and criticize its basics
and arguments, and finally to conclude that it is not possible to know God by
denying all His positive attributes.

Keywords: theology, positive theology, negative theology, negative
attributes, denying God’s attributes.
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Therelation between the divine justice and wisdom and their creative
and legislative consequences
Yasin bin Jabo

Summary

* and wisdom are from the most important Divine
J U.Stl C eattributes on which there has been a lot of debate. They
have received the greatest share of inquiries, as they are basically questioned
from a conceptual aspect, as said that the two attributes are very closely linked
to each other, so that many scholars may confuse this with that. In fact, there
may be many who do not differentiate between them, where they are taken as
synonyms of same one attribute. However, there are others considering them
to be different attributes.

Then, what is the reality of these two attributes? And What is the relation
between them?

As for the existence of these attributes in the field of guardianship creation
(takwini), it requires that the system be better and more adequate that all the
creatures in the world be manifestations of what comes under the concepts of
perfection, welfare, good, and purposiveness.

As for legislations, they must be in accordance with the most perfect
system, where they must be in conformity with the purposes of the creation
of man.

Atthe end, we get to the reality of the divine justice and wisdom, and the
relation between them and that they are neither synonymous, nor completely
different, but there is a linear regulation between them; for wisdom is an
attribute that combines the two positions of the Divine Entity and action,and
is wider than justice which is an attribute of action.

Keywords: Divine attributes, justice, wisdom, takwini constitutive

consequences, legislative consequences.
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Summary

Knowing Allah.. Necessity, Effects, and Obstacles
Sheikh Safa'uddin Al-Khazraji

Summary

Th ¢ study has discussed some important aspects of divine
1 Sknowledge, such as the discussion of the necessity and value of

the knowing of Allah, as well as the effects and obstacles in this knowledge,
which need to be studied and covered more and more, because most of the
divine knowledge studies argue for the existence of the Necessary Being, His
oneness and attributes, whereas there are very little studies on thev topics we
have mentioned.

In this study, we have followed the analytic intellectual approach as well
as the quotational approach some times.

The study has concluded that the necessity of knowledge is due to one
of three regards: that Allah is giver and donor, or that He is the actual owner
of everything, or to keep oneself away from possible harms. The value of
the knowing of Allah Almighty arises, one time, from the value of the One
it relates to, and another time from the fact that the purpose of creation is
limited to it,and a third time, from the divine texts talking about it. The study
has also concluded that there are some constitutive and legislative effects
depending on the knowing of Almighty Allah. The study has also mentioned
the the most important obstacles that prevent from getting to this knowledge.

Keywords: knowing God, the need to know God, the value of knowing

God, the effects of knowing God, the obstacles against the knowing of God.
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The concept ofthe Necessary Being and its role in Islamic philosophy

Muhammad Aal Ali

Summary

are many problematic questions about a number of concepts
Thereand laws used in sciences, especially in doctrinal sciences
associated with Almighty Allah, for what they cause to the beliefs related to
the individuals’ faith, which may appear to be somewhat contradictory or
incompatible with what has come in the Shariah, or considered unauthorized
conduct by religion, and thus would lead to differences between nations and
their members.

In this article, we have tried to choose one of the concepts that have
appeared noticeably in most of the divine matters, and been used widely in
most or all of the issues; it is the concept of the Necessary Being.

We have managed the study according to the scientific nature in arts, by
trying first to show its meaning and how it associates with its manifestation,
and how to employ it in doctrinal matters, both in arguing for the existence
of the Creator, or arguing for His attributes and great doings, dealing, at the
same time, with some of the problems raised about Him. In all that, we have
tried to quote or argue the best due to every topic’s nature.

Keywords: The Necessary Being, the potential being, the necessary
being by oneself, the Necessary being by other than oneself, second logical

concepts, second philosophical concepts.
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Summary

The cognitive value of analo gizing the absent to the present one and
applying it to the divine knowled ge
Dr. Mostafa Azizi

Summary

h are several ways and arguments to know God and know
T ere His attributes and actions. One of these ways, which
many theologians rely on, is "analogizing the absent on the present one’,
that is called “jurisprudential analogy” or the analogy of representation in
logic. There is no doubt that this analogy, according to intellectual standards
of proper thinking, does not bring certainty; because it is an applying of a
partial judgment, that is the present one, to another partial judgment, that
is the absent one, because there is similarity and common things between
them. Logicians prove the judgment as comprehensive one time through
correlational inference of the opposite (tard al-‘aks), and another time by
“probing and division (sabr and tagsim)” and both of which do not lead to
certainty. However, some Ash’arite and Mu tazilite theologians, some
traditionists (scholars of Hadith) and others have depended on the "analogy
of the absent to the present" to prove the existence of the Creator and His
attributes.

In this study, we try to analyze the aspects of this analogy and
compare it to the analogy of representation, and then, we discuss the
significance of the analogy of the absent to the present one for the
Ash’arites, the Mu’tazilites, and the Salafists. After that, we refer to
the school of the Ahl al_Bayt (peace be on them) and their followers.
At the end, we discuss and criticize the cognitive value of the analogy
of the absent to the present and its role in the knowing of Almighty
Allah and His attributes and actions, in order to know the extent of
authority and validity.

Keywords: the analogy of the absent to the present, analogy of
representation, assumption, certainty, the knowing of Almighty Allah.
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