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The martyrdom(magqtal) of Imam Hussain as an Islamic
genre
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Maqtalul-Hussein Sermon as an Islamic Literary Genre
By Dr.Ali Muhammad Al-Yassin
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% Abstract -

A fundamental question from which this research stems is whether we
can consider Maqgtalul-Hussein Sermon as a literary genre, in spite of the fact
that it is closed in terms of its structure and general form , it has a complete
orientation towards a well-known human Muslim group , in addition to its pe-
culiar characteristics , requirements and purposes that make it a kind of dis-
course which addresses a specific content.This discourse delivers a certain
information on a particular incident in order to influence the recipients , not
only for the purpose of shedding tears and recalling that tragic incident , but
for other purposes necessary in certain religious occasions.

The study tries to find an answer to the above question. However, we do not t
claim that it has the decisive and final view point or findings which may seem

a little bit contrary to the actual literary stand point.
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& Abstract $-

Singed letters is a kind of prose art, which was limited mainly to Arabic
literature. Historical indicators suggest that it was formed in the womb of that
literature, then it grew and developed till its birth in the Islamic era , then it
reached the boyhood in the same era, and then adulthood and maturity in the
Abbasid era.

Argument in signed letters is one of the basic standards of this art.This study
tries to explain one of literary devices of this arts , that is the argumentative
connectives.T study choses an ancient code that belongs to Ahlu Al-Bayt
(peace be upon them) which can be regarded as a rich discourse material.
This code represents Imam Abu Muhammad Hasan Al-Askari>s(AS) letters to
Ishaq Ibn Ismavil Al-Aaysaburi.

The researchis divided into two setions.The first section presents a theoretical
background which falls into sub-sections .The first tries to define singed letters
literary and contextually , the second tackles the letters sent to Ishaq Ibn
Ismavil Al-Aaysaburi, and the third gives a theoretical survey to argumentative
connectives .The second section is the practical part which explains the
argumentative connectives in the letters.It is divided into : ) appositive
connective , Y)explicative connective , and Y) alternative connectives .The

study ends with major findings and a list of references.
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Abstract

This research investigates the relationship between language ¢ identity
and membership. We want to emphasize that membership means language
membership in the first place. Lack of awareness of the importance of this
interdependence across these three elements means there is a loss of iden-
tity. The facts prove that language makes the important connection between
the present« past and future of nations.

In addition« the research intends to reveal the reality of linguistic features and

describe it objectively away from lamenting the patterns« but to touch upon
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the ways that can help in overcoming this situation and improve it.
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% Abstract &

When | had reviewed a range of ideas since the so-called the Renais-
sance in the Arab world ,| came to notice that any attempt to reform the
situation of Arabic language, especially the major problems, could weaken
the language of Quran, and be regarded as a betrayal to the standard lan-
guage. The charges for any attempt to simplify the language , to eliminate
the strange expressions,and to tolerate speakers’ pronunciation have broad-
ened because it is regarded as foreign or strange or unacceptable according
to system of Arabic.These attempts are counted under the tendency of adop-
tion of the dialect and elimination of the standard. The case has developed to
contest between the opponents of the idea of the conformity with the nature
of language and life, and the exponents who give a deaf ear to the logicality
of this conformity, and the need for innovation,by insisting on sticking to old
pronunciation and standards.

If we take in consideration the undeniable scientific truth that the language is
a living being that evolves , and responds to the needs of the people which

uses it, we will find that the biggest obstacle to the development of modern
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Arab thought is the view that language is a doctrine valid for absolute pro-
visions.This tendency is supported by some language specialists who pre-
scribe standards of correctness , incorrectness , strengths and weaknesses
to language users.However, if we realize the amount and type of social infor-
mation and the ideas that might be needed for the grammar of language , we
could avoid a great deal of misconceptions, namely that language is a closed
and complete system which contains a set of rules that are much more re-
sistant to change.

To resolve these problems , the research is divided into three sections.
1-Problems of linguistic thinking ( causes and evidence),

2. Problems of foreign and original expressions ( necessity and remedy )

3. Issues in linguistic violence ( reality and measures)

The researcher comes up with some findings such as:

1.The total expressive values which constitute the source of the effect of lan-
guage on thought represent a significant part of the culture of the community
, Which is what Foucault calls (the reality ).Eeach community has a system
of reality that constitutes its policy about the reality. This system includes the
types of acceptable speech, which fit to become a reality, as well as mech-
anisms that enable everyone to choose the right categories and exclude the
wrong ones.

2.Protecting language is an major duty that should be carried out by critics
of language, besides it is one of the most important duties of the States .Any
negligence to carry out this duty will open the door wide towards language
changes and leads to the death of language. Such protection does not mean
freezing language , but it should be based on a reasonable reservation that
might accept some development.

3. Saving language by getting out of solidification and stagnation trequires a



great deal of collective work.

4. Linguistic violence is one cause of physical violence, which leads to the
instability of social security .

5. Many causes of physical violence are dated back to the language of reli-
gious heritage, which for the most part was written by hypocrite preachers
of Sultans.

6.The Media bear the bulk of responsibility to preserve Arabic because this
language is not a tool of communication, but also is an important means to
solve the problem of differences in the structure of the text.

7. The concerned sections in the ministries of Education, and Higher Educa-
tion, bear part of the responsibility by preparing the suitable atmosphere as
well as the means and capabilities to start the movement of renewal of edu-
cational curricula in accordance with the aim of balancing between language

structure and the value of the professionalism.
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% Abstract £

The study of linguistic and semantic phenomena that take place in the
words common in Akkadian , Arabic and Aramaic of Hatra reflects valuable
cultural legacy, useful in understanding these languages and necessary in
explaining the mutual relationships across these languages .By this , it is
possible to reveal the social and cultural realities of these societies , to reach
at some historical conclusions about the events of past decades , and to
open the mysterious history of these nations. Aramaic language had a long
life, and is still used in some areas of the Levant and Iraq to the present time.
Syriac, Nabatieh and Palmyra are the descendants of Aramaic . The golden
age of Aramaic continued for three centuries when the Chaldeans were rul-
ers .

The research is divided into some sections such as : architectural writings,
which occupies a great deal of the research, astronomical writings , literature
writings religious writings, writings about language, and economics writings.
These writings are categorized semantically according to the semantic fields,
then the study finds out the common words shared with the Iraqi oldest lan-
guages such as Akkadian including Arabic.

The researcher depends on old and modern sources and references like
Al-Suyuti ,Al-Muarab fort Al-Jawaliqi, books of Akkadian language such as
Grammar Book of Akkadian Language by Dr. Amer Suleiman and books of
Arabic language such as the book the Philosophy of Language by Georgi
Zidane .Additionally , foreign references are consulted such as Chicago As-
syrian Dictionary which is abbreviated as (C.A.D), the Linguistics of Semitic
languages, the Dictionary of Language and other considerable researches
by the late Prof. Dr. Fouad Safar and other researches contained in Sumer

magazine .
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