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Slollaaoll Lagh b cragosl 18 LUSYT S| JSTI po l 2e Ala 01 Gl e Lle
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sl BLS| ol p Gl a (§ G a5 V0T A1 G A VI s Al
sl el Jf ragamu
g-wipvy
1ol Oy el ooy ¢ mlily OUantdl Gy ool J5lE A Y5l 0] )
dnde pb OYjl2 o clghdads e 2l Sl ] s I s Sl 2l
5 OUatdh)  pdlase plasetal Koy dyad| dgall 3 Sl s oS d>= )
A5 «diabolos v s 53 il sl AdSIN i e I ) " Devilola2)t”
e OLatll” mas 4 VY Rev (8 iy oo () Lior (sl Lo 323
ol Ol &) cedl” Y Y+ Rev (85 " "Devil 5 0latdl frey OIS o)
W. Bicksler. Jobs dia e k" .Devil 5 olatdl oy O I
Spiritual Journey: The Believer and Rationalist with Ques-
:tions of God and Man (Bloomington. 2009). 485
2. On two occasions the phrase is used in the indefinite. viz.
kull shayan rajim (Q 15: 17; 81: 25).
3. "[rajm] signifies The throwing. or casting of stones: this is
its primary meaning. " E. Lane. An Arabic -English Lexicon
(Londonc 1863)¢s. v.r —j -m..

4. This. at least. is the most common explanation for the rite



offered in traditional sources. On this. and on some alterna-
tive explanations proposed by Muslim exegetes. see Ency-
clopaedia of Islam. New Edition (Leiden. 1960 —-2004)c s. v.
Ragjm (T Fahd). esp. 8: 380b.

. J. Stetkevychc Muhammad and the Golden Bough: Recon-
structing Arabian Myth (Bloomington. 2000). 41 -49: G.
Frazer. The Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and Religion.
part 6: The Scapegoat (3rd ed. « London« 1913; rpt 1980«
cited after rpt). 8 —-30¢ esp. 24.

. Already al -Tabari makes the connection between Abu
Righal’s grave and the ramy al —jamarat (Tafsir al -Tabari:
Jami al -bayan fi tafsir ay al -Qur’an [Cairo. 1954 -69]¢ 25:
167).

. Stetkevych. Golden Bough: 41 -42; al -Tabaric Ta’rikh al
-rusul wa -1 -muluk (Leiden. 1879 -190. 1). 1: 937 (and see
C. E. Bosworth. The History of al -Tabari. vol. 5: The Sasa-
nids. the Byzantines. the Lakhmids. and Yemen [New York
1999]c223n. 552).

. On the possible connection between the stoning of Satan and
the Jewish tashlikh ceremony. see A. Silverstein. “Parallels
between Some Jewish and Islamic Rituals. ” Jerusalem Stud-
ies in Arabic and Islam (forthcoming).

. See below. re. 2 Sam 16:5-6. 13.
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10.

12.

13.

14.

15.

It should be noted that stoning was used as a form of capi-
tal punishment in the ancient Near East and in Islamic law.
In the Bible death -by -stoning is stipulated using both the
rootss-q-1(e. g «Ex19:13.21:28;Deur 13: 11. 17:5¢21:
27¢22:27)andr-g-m(e. g. «Lev 20: 2. 20: 27 24: 16; Num
15: 35). from either ancient Near Eastern sources or Islamic

ones —for stoning Satan as a form of capital punishment.

. Strictly speaking this verse (as well as Q 37: 6 -7 quoted in

the following note) speaks of satans (shayatin). which may
compromise the relevance of such references to arguments
about Satan. Be this as it may. the physical pelting of Satan
(or satans) may also have Biblical precedents. Note that in
Isa 14: 12ff.

Alsorelevantis Q 37: 6 —7: “Lo! We have adorned the lowest
heaven with an ornament. the planets; With security from
every rebellious Satan. ”

On this point. see P. J. Awn. Satan’s Tragedy and Redemp-
tion: Mils in Sufi Psychology (Leiden. 1983). 38.

Q 16: 98 -99: “When you recite the Qur’an. seek refuge
in God against al -thanytan al -rajim. Indeed. he does not
have authority over those who have faith and put their trust
in their Lord. ”

(15.) E. g. « BT Kiddushin. 29b -30ac 81a -b; Menachot.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

62a; Sukka 38a.

BT Kiddushin 8 1a.

Ibid. « 81b. The term for Satan in this instance is yeser ha
-ra. or “the evil inclination. ”

[ am not aware of any treatment of this topic that makes use
of the Talmudic materials cited above.

Friedrich Ruckert (Der Koran: Im Auszuge ubersetzt von
Friedrich Ruckert. ed. A. Muller [Frankfurt. 18881¢ 440)
was probably the first to suggest an Ethiopic derivation. and
Theodor Noldeke (Neue Beitrage zur semitischen Sprach-
wissenschaft [Strassburg. 19101¢ 25¢ 47) popularized the
theory. For a torough overview of this argument. see now
Reynolds. Qur’an and It’s Biblical Subtext. 54 -6 3.

The fact that Biblical exegetes have long associated the ser-
pent of Eden with Satan is particularly significant. The root
r -g -m is also used in the Ethiopic rendering or Mt 25: 41«
with reference to the casting of the condemned into the fire
with the devil.

For this phrase. see A. Jeffery. The Foreign Vocabulary of
the Qur’an (Baroda« 1938). 140: K. Ahrens. “Christliches im
Koran: Eine Nachlese: ” Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgen-
landischen Gesellschoft 84 (1930): 39: and. most recently.

Reynolds. Qur’an and Its Biblical Subtext. 54{f.
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

F. Rosenthalc “Some Minor Problems in the Qur’an: ” in
The Joshua Starr Memorial Volume: Studies in History and
Philology (New York. 1953). 83: Jeffery. Foreign Vocabu-
laryc 139 -40: S. D. Goitein. Studies in Islamic History and
Institutions (Leiden: 1966). 77; M. Kropp. “Der athiopische
Satan = saytan und seine koranischen Auslaufer; mit einer
Bemerkung uber verbales Steinigen. ” Oriens Christianus
89(2005);93-102.

On thisc see W. Bishaic “A Possible Coptic Source for a
Qur’anic Text. > JAOS 91 (1971): 125 -28.

Cf. ce. g. « John of Ephesus (d. 586)« Lives of Eastern Saints.
1: 101 (ed. Brooks. PO 17. 1) where it is stated wa -b -her-
mawhy nergum ‘enun (“with his curses he will curse —r -g
-m —them”).

The Qur’an itself (Q 24: 3) uses the root r -m -y in the con-
text of accusation. as in yarmunal -muhsinat. And note that
while the Semitic root r -m -y I r -m -h denotes in Arabic
“throwing. ” in Hebrew it refers to “cheating” or “lying. ”
(This point was drawn to my attention by Joseph Witztum. )
It is interesting. but probably ultimately irrelevant. that in
the same context David’s advisor Avishai suggests that the
king punish Shimei. to which David responds. “What have
I to do with you.. . that you should today become a Satan to
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me?” (2 Sam 19: 22).

27.Passive MI is discussed in W. Wright. A Grammar of the

28.

29.

30.

31.

32

Arabic Language (3rd ed. « Cambridge. 1991). 136.

The name “Satan” itself underwent just such a development.
beginning as it did as a Hebrew noun (whose meaning was
probably “obstacle” or “adversary” —cf. Num 22: 21) and
eventually becoming “fixed” as the name of an accuser of
man. Thus. in the NT we find for Satan both a literal transla-
tion meaning “accuser” (Gk. diabolos). as well as the fixed
term “(holsatanas” (which has no meaning in Greek). On
this. see Bicksler. Job’s Spiritual Journey. 485 -90.

E. M. Yamauchic Mandaic Incantation Texts (New Haven.
1967)¢ 226 —29 ([section])c 272 -75 ([section]27

See M. Lidzbarskic Ginza: Der Schatz oder Das grofBe Buch
der Mandaer (Gottingen. 1925)c 17 n. 2.

In S. Ephraemi Syri: Rabulae episcopi Edesseni I Balaei alio-
rumque opera selecta e codicibus Syriacis manuscriptis in
Museo Britannico et Bibliotheca Bodleiana asservatis pri-
mus. ed. J. J. Overbecke 131 1. 11 where it is stated. “Depart
from the wilderness. O danala rgima!” Previously in the text

(1. 6) daggala appears without rgima.

.Daggala is obviously a cognate of Ar. dajjalc and probably

the origin of both the term and the concept in early Islam
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33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39

40.

E. g. <« A. VOobus: A Letter of Ephrem to the Mountaineers:
A Literary Critical Contribution to Syriac Patristic Litera-
ture (Pinneberg / Hamburg. 1947).

It could also be argued that the Qur’an sought to reinterpret
the term intentionally (just as it occasionally reinterprets the
characters or careers of pre -Islamic figures). though there is
no reason to think that it was doing so in this case as there is
no discernable polemical motivation for arguing that Satan
was pelted rather than accursed. (35. ) See supra. nn. 19 and
22. respectively.

See above« no. 19. 22.

Rosenthalc “Some Minor Problems. ” 83 -84. The first two
(of the three) problems are the phrases an yadin and al -sa-
mad —his comments on both of these have been pursued by
scholars. indicating that the article was not ignored.

A. Rippin. “Devilc ” in Encyclopaedia of the Qur’an (Leiden.
2001-2006)¢ 1: 526.

Beli’al was one of Satan’s names in the Second Temple pe-
riod. and Satan was widely believed to have been made of

fire. Cf. M. Mach: “Demons” (supra. n. 28). 190 -91.

.Midrash Bereshith Rahba« ed. J. Theodor and Ch. Albeck

(Jerusalem« 1996). 1: 182 —83 ([section]20Db).

Translations from the Quran are modified from M. M.



41

42.

43.

44,

45.

Pickthall’s The Meaning of the Glorious Koran (New York.

1930).

. The fact that in both texts God tells Satan that the curse shall

be upon him until the day of judgment after He has told him
that he is rajim may be crucial if God’s second statement is
taken as a gloss on rajim (viz. « “you are rajim accursed’.’
Interestingly. the traditional etymology given for Iblis is that
it is from ublisa (‘he was made wretched’). This etymology
is transparently popular. and a derivation from diabolos is
widely accepted. Cf. G. S. Reynolds. “A Reflection on Two
Quranic Words (Iblis and Judi). with Attention to the Theo-
ries of A. Mingana. ” JAOS 124 (2004): 680 -82.

This is the interpretation favored by Reynolds. Qur’an and
Its Biblical Subtext. 54 -6 3.

The theory that tri -literal Semitic roots were originally bi
-literal makes the g —” -r/r -j -m connection thinkable at
allc but the complete metathesis. coupled with the existence
of much closer cognates in r -g -n and r -g -m« makes this
option all but impossible on linguistic grounds.

The prayer recited by the synagogue cantor before the “ad-
ditional” prayer (mussaf) on Yom Kippur includes the verse
“Rebuke Satan (tig’ar ba —satan). that he may not accuse me!.

” which attests to the longevity of this particular formula.
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46. The origins of the Biblical Satan have been debated-incon-
clusively —for centuries. For ancient Near Eastern connec-
tions. see N. Forsythe. The Old Enemy: Satan and the Com-
bat Myth (Princeton. 1987).

47.See also Ps 109 which describes Satan’s role as an accuser.

48. Census -taking was explicitly prohibited. for which reason
it was deemed reprehensible.

49.1i is unclear why testing Abraham was seen as being too

evil for God to have undertaken. especially considering that

by the time Jubilees was written the (happy) outcome was
known.

50.Cf. ce. g. « Rev 12: 9¢ 20: 2.

51.From the Greek diahallein. ‘to slander. attack. accuse’. See
now G. S. Reynolds. “Two Qur’anic Words. ” 680 -82..

52.S. Kaufmann. The Akkadian Influences on Aramaic (Chi-

(D18 - ¢SIN) S f - O IMI e Bl

cago. 1975)c 42 —43.
53.Jerusalem Talmud. Berachot 1: 1. and Shabbat 2: 6; and

Genesis Rabba. 38: 7.

&y

54.Cf. A. Kohutc Aruch Completum (Vienna: 1878 -1892) s.
v. getigor.

55. Kaufmann. Akkadian Influences. s. v. akelqars e.

56. See the versions of Satans fall in G. Anderson and M. Stone

eds. « A Synopsis of the Books of Adam and Eve (2nd ed. «



57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65

66.

S D A Ol

Atlantac 1999

Cf. R. Westbrook:. ed. « A History of Near Eastern Law
(Leidenc 2003). passim.

Taking this to something of an extreme. in Sufi circles it
came to be argued that Satan refused to bow down to Adam
on account of his uncompromising monotheism (cf. Awn.
Satans Tragedy and Redemption).

BT Shabbat 88b -89a; and Sanhedrin 26b.

BT Sanhedrin 89b.

In BT Sanhedrin 38a —b. (the angels) object to the creation
of man on account of mans future sins (e. g. « building the
Tower of Babel: among others).

The term used here is yeser ha -ra (litc the evil inclination:
see above. n. 17).

BT Sukka 52b. Their comment is slightly wide of the mark;
rather than distinguishing between this world and the next.
they should distinguish between Salmiss functions on earth
and his functions in heaven.

Q7:10-18;15:26-43;17:61-65;18:50;38:71-83.

.For the Hebrew text. see H. Odenberg: ed. « 3 Enoch or The

Hebrew Book of Enoch (New York: 1973: orig. ed. Cam-
bridge. 1928).
P. S. Alexander. «The Historical Setting of the Hebrew Book
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of Enoch¢ ) Journal of Jewish Studies 28 (1977): 156 -80.

67. These angels are known from other sources to be «fallen» an-
gels. associated with Satan. On their identity and relation-
ship to Satan. see A. Y. Reed. (From Asael and Semihazah to
Uzzah. Azzah. and Azael: 3 Enoch 5 ([section][section]7 -8)

68. Even the angels) accusations are the same: in 3 Enoch 6: 2ff
they are heard to say.

69. Elsewhere in 3 Enoch Sammavel is described as being «the
prince of the accusers (sar ha -mastinim). who is greater than
all the princes of kingdoms that are in the height» (14: 2).

(64.)-8371:38.50:18¢-6561:17¢-4326:15¢-1810:7 .

70.The Chicago Assyrian Dictionary (Chicago. 1999). 14: 62
-67.5.V. ragamu.

71.Itis for instance. possible that the Akkadianism was initially
reinterpreted among South Arabian Christians as meaning
«accursed» and this usage subsequently found its way into
the Qunan. Crone and A. Silverstein. (The Ancient Near
East and Islam: The Case of Lot —Casting)» Journal of Semitic
Studies 55 (2010): 423 -50.

72. Jeffery. Foreign Vocabulary. 298.
ADAM SILVERSTEIN KING'S COLLEGE LONDON
Authops note: This article is based on a paper presented at

the Institute for Advanced Study. Princeton. and at the Insti-



tute for Advanced Studies. Jerusalem. I would like to thank the
audiences at both institutes for their helpful input. Christopher
Melchert read a draft of the written version of the paper and
made very useful comments on it. for which I am most grateful.

as I am for the comments of the JAOS readers.
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