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The Husseiny's orator

Nonverbal

Techniques
of Oration

‘b‘ Sheikh Ameer Yaseen Alwali H

The nonverbal techniques of
oration always communicate
the same message in every lan-
guage. Nonverbal techniques
are those that people can see
but not hear, such as eye contact
and gestures(McManus, 1998:
75-77).

Eye Contact _

By eye contact, a speaker can
engage audience members by
convincing them

that the message is just for
them. The orator can achieve his
goal by looking

directly at the individuals (au-
dience) instead of staring at the
wall or the ceiling. It

is important to talk to those

25 Number |54 April N\

people by looking directly into
their eyes, not to tune

into only the people who are
nodding in agreement or those
who are diligently

taking notes. The orator tries

toinclude everyone who is there

to hear him(ibid).

2 _Gestures

Gestures are motions of the
limbs or body that express or
help to express

thought. They can emphasize
or reinforce an idea or opinion.
Gestures add a great

deal to a speech. They add in-

terest and expression and help

o"

to keep the attention of

an audience. The most impor-
tant aspect about using gestures
is that they need to be

natural and sincere. If you are
speaking to an international au-
dience, make sure that

you are aware of the use and
meaning of gestures in a partic-
ular culture. Like

language, gestures and their
meanings vary from country to
country (McManusThe thumb
and forefinger in a circle gesture
that means, "Everything is

great’ to Americans, would
mean, "You are worth nothing",

to the French (ibid).
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