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The Husseinys orator

A new visitor to Imam Husdin (A S)

F*Rana Abdulbary‘

| was standing near Al Sultaniya
gate of Imam Hussain™> when a
woman asked me the way to the pase-
ment, but she was not Arab she was
an Australian,"(I didn't know what to
do in such crowed like this because |
haven't been in Al hussian like this day
so | asked Imam Hussain to help me)"
she told me after we had met . Also she
told me that she was Christian, so | asked
her how to be a Muslim and she nar-

rated her story .

Bisme Allah ArRahmani IrRaheem

Assalamu Alaykum Warahmatu-
lahi Wa Barakatuh

My search for the truth started from
childhood. I often contemplated about
where did | come from, why am | here
and where | am going?

I felt the presence of Allah in my heart
and desired to submit; however, | was
unsure about the way to reach Allah, as |
found myselfin a strict Catholic environ-
ment and too young to find the answers;
even though | knew that something was
not quite right.

| started to question some of the
Christian beliefs from a young age. Such
as the doctrine of Trinity, where God
Himself exists in three parts, Jesus (a.s)
being the son of God, praying to human-
like statues and confessing to the priest
my weekly account of bad deeds.

It was expected that | would follow

- my parents .and “accept their religion

blindly without question. | became a

o
e tisance and was frequently punished

= ..by the Christian Sisters 'at'S_chDol for my

e

frank and inquisitive nature.

For example. When | was 13 years
old the Sister asked the classroom, who
doesn't like the Bible? I was the only one
in the room to answer, that it has been
written by a human hand, and | believe
that it is not God's true word. Another
time, while in the confession room, | told
the priest that | would tell my sins to God
myself. On both occasions | was told to
leave the room.

Once | reached my teenage years, |
abandoned Christianity altogether, tired
of established Western religious sys-
tems.

| would have dreams of groups of
people from different nationalities
wrapped in white garbs, walking up
and down systematically in a place with
large pillars. | connected this to Ghandi;
so when | was older | started studying
Eastern religions. My enquiries inclined
me towards Buddhism.

During this ime my mother was pre-
paring to fulfill a lifelong dream of travel-
ing to Egypt. | often mocked my mother’s
obsession with Egypt. However, it seems
now that it was Allah’s blessed plan.

My mother traveled to Egyptin 1997.

Shortly after, | planned to go to Eu-
rope to visit my relatives, although | had
no interest for Egypt, | planned to stay in
Egypt for 5 days to see my mother.

I flew with Gulf Airlines. On the plane
I plugged in the headset to listen 1o mu-
sic; | stopped at the sound of a beauti-
ful rhythmic harmony that brought
immense. peace to my heait, .

despite being unable: to

The first part

understand its meaning.

After arriving in Egypt | stayed much
longer than planned. In fact, every time
| attempted to leave | found something
blocking my way. 5 days became 6

months.

Everywhere | traveled I was told about
a Masjid of one of the Ahlul-Bayt in Cai-
ro. If I went there, my wishes would be
granted. | didn't know anything about
this personality of the Ahlul-Bayt, but
the people loved him so much and had
so much faith in this place | was also in-
spired. The remnants of the Fatimid Ka-
lifate left a love for the Ahlul-Bayr, still
present amongst Egyptians today. The
name of this Masjid is Hussein.

So | went to the Masjid full of hope,
while at the Zahrih | sincerely asked to
be guided to the truth, to be shown the
straight path and end my search and to

change my life in Australia.
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