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Establishing an Islamic Government and The Supreme
Authority of the jurist, in the Light of the Political Prin-
ciples of Imam al-Husayn’s Uprising

Shaykh Qaysar al-Tamimi

The writer of this essay embarks upon reviewing analytically a new
problem that led to eliminating Imam al-Husayn s universal and refor-
mative uprising from its political goals. This problem is namely dis-
crimination between the religious and the political leaderships in the
Occultation Age (i.e. the period of the invisibility of the awaited Imam
al-Mahdi). Proposed to scholastic disputation, this problem is claimed
to be dependently derived from a number of points of evidence as well
as historical and traditional indications, some of which are as follows:

- The notion of separating the religious domain from the political
COourse,

- The claim that the political approach of the Holy Imams of the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) is one of the features exclusively granted to them on
account of their ‘ismah (Divinely given inerrancy) and Imamate (lead-
ership of the Muslim community),

- The Imamic traditions indicating that every standard (i.e. politi-
cal movement) that is raised before the reappearance of the awaited
Imam al-Mahdi (‘a) must be raised by a 8aghut; i.e. a false deity, who
is worshipped beside Allah the Almighty,

- The narrations carrying the Holy Imams’ instructions of holding -
back (i.e. sitting motionless and refraining from revolting or assuming '-?"F'Et

;

a political leadership) and warning against rising up against the tyran-
nical ruling authorities, and

- The claim that, after the martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn (‘a), the
Holy Imams followed a course that was founded on making no attempt
to establish an Islamic government.
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Upon reviewing these claims, the writer moves to giving adequate
answer's to each one of them separately under such titles as:

- The notion of Islamic government and wilayat al-fagih; guardian-
ship of the Islamic supremejurist, or thejurisprudent’s supreme author-
ity over the Muslim community,

-The notion of the political and social role of the supreme religious
authority in the Muslim community, and

- Imam al-Husayn’s characteristic presence in the current events
and conditions of the Muslim world.

The writer then discusses analytically the aforesaid objections to
the wilayat al-fagih notion and the points of evidence that were pro-
vided against it more exclusively.

Finally, he concludes that the political principles of Imam al-
Husayn's reformative uprising have always been the key foundation
and most important inspiring factor of the political and social progress
of the Muslim community in the present day.
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The goal of Imam Al-Husayn’s uprising
between Planning for Martyrdom and the Establishment

of Government

Ayatollah Shaykh Muhammad Jawad al-Lankarani

Analyzing Imam al-Husayn s objective for his revolution, the writer
of this essay begins with reviewing, yet generally, all the views and
conceptions that were propounded in this connection. He thus refers to
a number of views in this regard, which are namely: (1) Martyrdom;
that is, Imam al-Husayn's goal was to win martyrdom, (2) achievement
of a temporary goal, (3) establishment of government, (4) carrying out
a private Divine duty, (5) starting a mission of futuristic fruits, (6) the
outward-inward conception, and (7) the double goal view.

Singling out the view of martyrdom and confirming that it received
very much approval by the scientific milieus, the writer provides a num-
ber of words said by Imam al-Husayn (“a) as well as a number of events
that took place before the Battle of al-Taff as evidence to prove the view
that Imam al-Husayn (“a), by leading this revolution, intended for win-
ning martyrdom. Yet, the writer, upon analyzing and adopting this view,
adds an auxiliary factor to it when he expresses that the actual goal
of the Imam (‘a) was not martyrdom in itself; rather, it was to revive
the community and to save the masses from the tyranny of the ruling
authorities, and these goals could not be achieved unless martyrdom
would first be gained.

The writer then mentions some effects that result from adopting the
view of martyrdom being the purpose behind Imam al-Husayn s revolu-

tion in this very sense. Among these effects are that the Imam s uprising *

was one of the unavoidable basic religious duties and there was no
other way for awakening the Muslim community than leading this up-
rising that would inevitably end with the Imam's martyrdom.

In the other part of his essay, the writer, within his review of the




T

various opinions about the objective for Imam al-Husayn's revolution,
highlights the view that the Imam's goal was to overthrow the ruling
government and establish a new one. Making a reference to the points
of evidence provided for proving the accuracy of this view, the writer
embarks upon discussing these points from the aspect of the true state
of affairs and the aspect of manifest proofs. With regard to reality, the
writer points out the two factors that prevented the Imam (“a) from es-
tablishing a truly Islamic government headed by him. These two factors
were namely the period of blackout through which the Muslim commu-
nity was passing these days, and the Imam's familiarity with the reality
of the people of al-Kiifah.

With regard to the manifest proofs, the writer confirms the absence
of any factor that may prove, or make us feel, that Imam al-Husayn (“a),
upon revolting and leading his blessed uprising, aimed at establishing
a true Islamic government.

Finally, the writer argues the points claimed to be evidence on the
view of the Imam s intention to establish a government.
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The Starting Points and Backgrounds
of Imam al-Husayn’s uprising

Part IV: Mobilizing and Preparing the Masses for revolting

Sayyid Muhammad al-Shawki

In previous parts of this series of essays, the writer brought up
the steps adopted by the Umayyads to seize power over the Muslim
community, the most important of which was that power was given in

4 inheritance to Yazid after the death of his father, just like kings and
s sultans used to do, and thus a new age of hereditary seizure of power
2 began. The writer then spotlighted the fact that Imam al-Husayn ibn
e ‘Ali ("a) was the most challenging obstruction that faced the Umayyad

devious scheme.

In this part of the essay, he sheds light on the preparations made
{ by Imam al-Husayn (“a) for confronting the post-Mu‘awiyah stage to
| come to the point that such preparations embodied the carrying out of
a religious duty imposed by the Imam's function and by the traditions
reported from the Holy Prophet Muhammad ().

Starting with a review of the events of the conference held in Makkah

1i
do gad it

L LeutYly

L=

; in which Imam al-Husayn (‘a) delivered his famous revolutionary
it speech, the writer analyzes the sections of this speech, putting on view
"ﬁl its influence on the preparation for facing the coming stage and also
.o analyzes the points mentioned therein.

A The writer then moves to taking up the last days of Mu‘awiyah's

reign and the will he wrote to his son Yazid in which he predicted the
@ most dangerous challenges his son might face when power would be
#=% - transferred to him.

After that, the writer reveals the way power was transferred to Yazid
after his father had paved the way and prepared secure conditions for
the transference of power to his son.
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Logic for weeping for Imam al-Husayn

Dr. Shaykh Mahdi Rustam Nezhad

The current essay is a constructive and serious addition aimed for
presenting a conspicuous study of the philosophy of weeping for Imam
al-Husayn (‘a) and weeping over his tragic saga that led to his mar-
tyrdom, since this weeping is seen as one of the most important rites of
commemorating Imam al-Husayn (“a), his uprising, and his martyrdom.

Going through the traditional heritage of the Holy Imams (“a), the

o writer proves that Imam al-Husayn (“a) was given the lion's share of the
narrations issued by and authentically reported from the Holy Imams
(‘a), especially with regard to their emphasis on the rite of weeping for
him, which is thus seen as one of the most significant aspects of express-
ing sorrow for the martyrdom of the chief of the youths of Paradise,
Imam al-Husayn ibn “Ali (‘a).
& Thrashing out the logic for the importance assigned to the rite of
i | weeping for Imam al-Husayn (“a) by the Holy Imams (“a) through their
1 reported heritage, the writer of the essay reviews the reasons, views,
and analyses mentioned by scholars about the logic for weeping. After
that, he conclusively picks up one multifarious and compound view,
which, in its totality, forms an integrated picture that explains the ac-
tual wisdom for weeping and, at the same time, is compatible with the
Holy Imam's words that highlighted the importance of weeping as a
ceremonial act.
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The Institution of Commemorating Imam al-Husayn
part I: Constitution and Process

Shaykh * Amir al-Jabiri

This study is dedicated to one of the most important issues of
Imam al-Husayn's blessed uprising, namely, the issue of the rituals
of commemorating Imam al-Husayn (‘a), his revolution and his
martyrdom, widely known as Husayni Rituals. Although this issue is
in itself composed of many aspects, the writer has devoted his study to
discussing two aspects only: the birth and composition of these rituals,
which is the main topic of the first part of the current study, and their
effect on building and developing the Shi‘ite entity, which is discussed
in details in the second part.

In the first part of the essay, the writer dedicates his study to the first
emergence of the ritualistic establishment of commemorating Imam al-
Husayn's martyrdom and proves that the features of these rituals were
basically sketched by the Holy Imams (‘a). He thus divides this part
of the essay into two major sections, the first of which discusses the
establishment of the meetings for commemorating Imam al-Husayn's
martyrdom, and the second deals with the establishment of pilgrimage
to Imam al-Husayn's holy tomb.

With regard to the first section, the writer looks into the way the
meetings for commemorating Imam al-Husayn (“a) were established
and initiated by the Holy Imams (“a), starting with Imam al-Sajjad (‘a),
who is considered the first to sow the seed of theses meetings, passing
by Imam al-Baqir ("a) and Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) whose era is seen as
the golden age of the ritualistic gatherings for commemorating Imam
al-Husayn (“a), as well as the developments that occurred to these

’tlg Yoy “'.‘1 gatherings during the ages of the other Holy Imams (“a).

o i 'hfii

In the second section of this part, the motives for the rise and

) “"‘3""‘ development of visiting and going on pilgrimage to Imam al-Husayn's

T

holy tomb, as well as the Holy Imams’ advisory and practical
contributions to this issue, has been discussed in details. Imam al-Bagqir
(‘a) is regarded as the first to have founded this pilgrimage, followed by
Imam al-Sadiq (‘a) and the other Holy Imams (“a).
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Argumentative Interrogations
in Imam al-Husayn’s Speeches

Dr. Khalid Huwayr

In this essay, the writer attracts attentions to one of the methods
Imam al-Husayn (‘a) used for proving his entitlement to leadership,
confirming the accuracy of his flawless approach, and persuading
people that he is the one and only rightful party; that is, the style of
argumentative interrogation, which is used when a speaker, or more
precisely an asker, has already known the answer to the question
he poses; yet, he poses it in order to provide argument against the
addressee.

The essay has thus been divided into two parts, each of which
holds a central topic. In the first part, the writer defines argumentative
interrogation and explains its connotation in the view of the ancient
Greek, Muslims, and modern Western theologians. The writer also gives
a general idea of speech before moving to show the distinctive features
of Imam al-Husayn s speeches and their various types, especially those
introduced in the form of argumentative interrogation.

In the second part, the writer reviews the articles of argumentative

interrogation in Imam al-Husayn's speeches, such as the interrogative
hamzah, particles, and nouns.
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Elegies on Imam al-Husayn

in the Modern Literary Studies;

A perusal of “Karbala between poets Islamic peoples”

Dr. “Ali Majid al-Budayri

Seen as a deliberate perusal of one of the pioneering books in the
field of comparative Islamic literature, the current essay is composed of
three major parts. The first part comprises an introduction of the author,
his efforts in the field of comparative Islamic literary, his writings, and
his view about poetry of Karbala' in its capacity as the place where
Imam al-Husayn (“a) was martyred.

The second part is a study of the book involved and its sections, since
the first section of it, which is entitled: Karbala’in the Arabic Poetry,
is divided into two chapters. Entitled, Karbala’ in the classic Arabic
poetry, Chapter One includes the author’s idea that the persecution
and brutality, practiced by the Umayyad ruling authorities, prevented
the majority of poets from composing elegies on Imam al-Husayn (“a).
Hence, the most distinctive feature of poetry of that era was revolution
against the Umayyad tyrannical rule. The author then presents some
examples of poetic verses that were composed during that era.

Chapter Two is dedicated to the modern Arabic poetry on
Karbala’ and the advent of the phenomenon of theatrical epical poetry,
represented by al-Husayn Tha’iran (Al-Husayn; A Revolutionist) and
al-Husayn Shahidan (Al-Husayn; A Martyr)—two epical plays written
by al-Shargawi.

A distinctive feature of the book involved, the writer of the essay v

P e i
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adds, is that the author included it some folk poetry, considering it a r_;'i'z':

type of poetry, ignoring the objections that might be arisen against so.
As for the second section of the book, the author dedicates it to the
Urdu poetry, both the old and the modern, discussing each type in an
independent chapter and mentioning samples of each type.
The author of the book, in the third section, discusses the Persian
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poetry, both the old and the modern, and devotes an independent chapter
to each type, reviewing the role of the Safavid dynasty in encouraging
on composing poetry on the topic of Imam al-Husayn's martyrdom and
tragic saga. He finally cites samples of such poetry.

He then talks elaborately about the famous book of Rawdat al-
Wa'izin.

In Chapter Two of the same section, the author surveys the modern
Persian elegiac poetry and quotes the most famous models of it.

In the forth section, the author thrashes out the Turkish poetry of
elegizing Imam al-Husayn (‘a), both the old and the modern. In two
chapters too, the author reviews each type alone. He finalizes the
section by quoting samples of such type of poetry.

In the third part of the essay, the writer discusses the author s thesis
on the problems of translating poetry and all related issues.
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Prose in the Revolution of al-Tawwabin (the Repen-
ters) and the Revolution of al-Mukhtar al-Thaqafi and its
Affectedness by the Qur'anic Texts

Dr. Hashim al-Zarfi

Approaching the concept and functions of prose as a literary form of
written or spoken language, the writer of this essay sheds an important
light upon prose during the era of the revolution of al-Tawwabin
(repenters, some people of the Kiifah city who regretted their failure
to support Imam al-Husayn (‘a) and thus decided to revenge for him
and revolt against his slayers) and the following era of al-Mukhtar al-
Thagqafi'’s revolutionary movement. The writer also reveals the scope of
intention in this category of speech that is free of rhyme and metrical
structure. His study is founded on two basic central points.

In the first part of the essay, the writer studies the probable types
of prose during these two eras. He thus mentions a number of types
such as elocution, literary letters, and epistles and precepts. He swiftly
goes through the art of elocution and the effects of Islam and the Holy
Qur’an on its development and progress. Dedicating the next lines
to elocution during the two eras of al-Tawwabin and al-Mukhtar, the
writer mentions the reasons for the development witnessed by the art of
elocution during these two eras, listing the names of the most famous
elocutionists of that time.

With regard to literary letters, the writer points out the fact that
Islam played a major role in pushing the art of writing letters toward
development and advancement, while this art had not met any
popularity during the pre-Islamic era. He then moves to appraise the
factors that contributed to the development of this type of prose and
then the distinctive features of it during the two eras involved. Moving

tﬁ' fé‘\_‘ P to the third category of prose; namely, epistles and precepts, the writer

‘ *arg_ﬁ"

- defines each of them, yet promptly, before referring to the traditions
indicating their existence and activity during these two eras.

The second part of the essay is allocated to studying the impacts of the
Holy Qur’an on prose during these two eras along with quoting various
types of prose from the Holy Qur’anic texts, including quotations and
imitations of the Qur’anic style.
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Religious Laws appertained to the blessed clay taken
from Imam al-Husayn’s tomb
Part I1I: rulings of the Husayni clay’s falling in toilets,

carrying a piece of it while toileting, and using it for the deceased

Shaykh Ahmad Miisa al-*Ali

In previous essays, the writer of this essay has discussed issues
related to the rulings of the Husayni clay (i.e. clays taken from Imam
al-Husayn's holy tomb), such as the forbiddance of using such clays in
washing the private parts after relieving nature and the forbiddance of
sullying them. As continuation of his essays, the writer discusses in the
.current essay three more issues related to the same subject matter
The first issue is the laws and rulings appertained to the falling of a
Husayni clay into a toilet. Referring to these laws and rulings in details,
the writer proves that it is obligatory to take out such clays that fell in
lavatories or bathrooms even if this process requires spending some
money as the wage for doing so. Assuming the case of the impossibility of
taking such a clay out of there, the writer reviews the different opinions
of master scholars of Shi‘ite jurisprudence in this regard, arguing the
.points of evidence provided to prove each opinion
The second issue is carrying a piece of the blessed Husayni clay
to a toilet. The writer thus demonstrates the ruling of this issue, the
different opinions about its illegality or legality, and the points provided
.as evidence of each opinion
The third issue is using a piece of Husayni clay as part of the things
accompanying the deceased to his grave. Exerting all efforts possible
in research, the writer investigates all the secondary topics related to
this issue, such as the legality, or recommendation, of putting a piece of
Husayni clay with the stuff that accompanies a dead body in the grave,
the recommendation of writing a supplicatory prayer or a Qur anic text

; ‘ on the shroud by using the liquid of Husayni clay, the recommendation
' AN - of putting a Husayni clay with the dead body in the grave, and the

recommendation of burying the deceased near the tombs of the Holy
Imams and holy persons, especially near the holy shrine of Imam al-
Husayn (‘a). While discussing each topic separately, the writer attaches
the different opinions of scholars in this regard in addition to the points

.of evidence and the issues resulting therefrom
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Enjoining the Right and Forbidding the Wrong in Imam
al-Husayn’s Conduct; Variety of Method and Unity of
Goal

Sarah Ramadani

1t goes without saying that the religious duty of enjoining the right
and forbidding the wrong occupies a distinctively unmatched position
in the teachings of Islam. For this reason, Allah the All-exalted has
placed it at the same level of ritual prayer, fasting, one-fifth rate (khue

4 mus), poor-rate (zakat), and the other major religious duties in Islam.
] Moreover, the Lord has imposed this duty on all categories of the
i Muslim community, including prophets, saints, and rulers. According

to the extreme significance of this religious duty, the writer of this essay
é attempts to discover the most ideal way of putting into practice the
L various methods and different and most effective approaches of carrying
]

' out this religious duty in order to attain the best result possible.
= Inview of the fact that Imam al-Husayn (“a) declared that the blessed

objective of his uprising was to enjoin the right and forbid the wrong,
he must have used various and all-comprehensive methods as well as

= highly effective ways for putting this goal into practice. Moreover, he
o=, must not have spared any effort in sacrificing all things possible for
v achieving this sublime Divine goal. In the light of these conclusions,

the writer of this essay attempts to investigate and study these various
methods and reveal the process adopted by Imam al-Husayn (‘a) in
his putting into practice the religious duty of enjoining the right and
forbidding the wrong.
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The Educational Systems in the View of Imam al-Sadiq;
An Analytical Prospect

Dr. Sayyid Najm al-Musawi

The essay revolves round one of the most significant elements of
social construction, namely, education, educational systems, and the
necessity of acting upon predefined educational systems in general and
from the view of Islam in particular. The writer thus discusses all these
topics from the view of Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (“a), one of the most prom-
inent figures of Islam.

At the outset, the writer defines education as a concept and then
moves to conclude the necessity of creating a clear-cut method of it so
that education would be kept away from banality and superficiality.

He then goes through luminous examples of the educational systems
founded by the great mentor, Imam al-Sadiq (“a), through reviewing
a number of rules and concepts related to education and instituted by
the great Imam (“a). Some of these rules can be cited in the following
points:

1. Self-preparation: The writer cites fabulous maxims said by Imam
al-Sadiq (‘a) in the field of self-attention, self-regulation processes,
self~-monitoring, self-evaluation, and self-reconditioning, in addition to
contemplation and deliberation purposed for correcting one's defects
and warding off falling in flaws.

2. Graduate and hierarchical education: This is one of the great
rules in the Islamic education encouraged by Imam al-Sadiq (*a) and
highlighted by modern progressive psychology.

3. Educating one's family and community by way of integrated treat-
“ment among the individuals of the society and establishing a net of bal-
. anced social interrelationships through spreading such principles as
indulgence and collaborative teamwortk.

Finally, the writer touches on the general features of the educational
system in Islam as viewed and presented by the great Imam al-Sadiq
(“a), before moving to giving a swift idea about the reality of education
in the present day.
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;‘i City of al-Kiifah; Geography and Community
f{ t:‘l‘l A Historical Study
e
T

Shaykh Hasan al-‘Isawi

e

Owing to its distinctive geographical location, demographic variety,
and special political situation, al-Kiifah city is considered one of the
3 L most important cities to have contributed to forming a good number of

’1: historical and cultural events. The writer of this essay, depending upon
) these facts, studies this city from three major points:
4 Discussing the first point, the writer shows the geographical
3 features and sites of the city, demarcating its frontiers and referring to
B its quarters, marketplaces, and most important sites.

- In the second point, he looks at the city from the angle of population
structure, showing the map of the distribution of its tribes and referring
to the most famous tribes that lived there.
i In the third point, he throws light upon the political situation that
"1' | was prevalent in the city of al-Kiifah. He thus classifies the trends that
3 pulled the community of this city in different directions into three major
ones:

First, the Shi‘ite trend whose followers paid loyalty to the Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a).

Second, the loyalists of the Umayyad party which was founded by
‘Uthman ibn “Affan in al-Madinah city during his reign.

Third, the Khawarij (mutineers), a faction that emerged in the city of
al-Kiifah after the Battle of Siffin.
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Methods of concealing the virtues of Imam ‘“Ali Amir al-
Mu’minin The Ghadir Tradition As A Sample

Shaykh Rasil Kazim ‘Abd al-Sadah

The essay reviews the methods adopted by the enemies of the Ahl
al-Bayt (“a) for concealing the virtues of the Holy Prophets family
members from the Muslim community for purpose of suppressing these
virtues and preventing Muslims from having familiarity with them.
The writer thus throws light upon the famous Ghadir Tradition—in
which the Holy Prophet (s) declared Imam “Ali (‘a) as his successor
to the religious and political leadership of the Muslim community—as
a sample of the Prophetic traditions that reveal the excellence of the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) over all others and declare their virtues, since this
Prophetic tradition, in particular, has been the target of many attempts
of alteration and distortion from its true meaning in spite of its fame
and innumerability of its transmitters.

Focusing on the methods of concealing such traditions, the writer
classifies them into seven categories.

The first method was the enemies’attempt to conceal the sites where
the virtue was declared.

The second method was their attempt to reduce the number of the
witnesses who testified to the virtue or the event related to it.

The third method was the course followed to create confusion about
the actual meaning of the text, in order to carry away any virtue that
can be deduced from that text.

The fourth method is about the wicked effort of the enemies to reverse
the virtue and turn it into defect.

The fifth method represented a course adopted by some enemies,
which entailed escaping from the documentation of the virtue despite its
fame, by ignoring and neglecting it-a method majorly used by Muslim
and al-Bukhari who refrained from making any reference to the famous
event and Prophetic tradition of Ghadir Khumm.

The sixth method was arousing doubts about the authenticity of the
virtue. This method was mainly used against the famous Ghadir Tradition,
as well as many other virtues, when the enemies of the Ahl al-Bayt tried to
doubt the issuance of these traditions by the Holy Prophet (s).

The seventh, and last, method, by which the essay is concluded, was
the denial of the books that held these virtues having been written by
their authors and the distortion of their contents.









