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Editorial

Editor-in-chief

The Warith al-Anbiya' Institution of Specialized Studies on Imam
al-Husayn's Reformative Uprising. one of the multi-branch Imam al-
Husayn Holy Shrine Foundation. is dedicated to scientific and academic
studies on the blessed reformative uprising of Imam al-Husayn. Its
main concern is to found a well-compacted scientific structure focused
on all the wide-ranging domains and horizons of Imam al-Husayn's
reformative revolution, including the intellectual. historical. social. and
ethical fields. given that this blessed reformative revolution enjoys a
human profundity. basing its general course on the pillars of epistemic
genuineness and insight as well as the holiness of the religious heritage
and. at the same level. holding the spirits of modernism. rebirth. and
creativity.

The Institution has taken upon itself the responsibility of raising the

g

s banner of reformation that was raised by Imam al-Husayn for purpose
of guiding the masses to the right path. The fruit of the Institutions
having undertaken this precious responsibility has come in the form

_ of establishing a big set of projects. all of which have been dedicated

; to presenting scientifically specialized studies of Imam al-Husayn's

A reformative revolution; and all these studies have been greatly effective.

_.1* valuable. and helpful in academic and social fields. As a result. these

i efforts have come with serious products desperately required by the

i intellectual and social state of affairs.

Y One of these important and essential products. however, was the
t}%f}?:‘ project of holding academic and scientific conferences and forums.
! E‘iw git=_ the main topic of all of which has been the pioneering role played by
-:; ’;,,:«é- Imam al-Husayn's revolutionary movement in reforming the affairs

" of the masses. In fact. this blessed project represents one of the major
b departments of the Institution. since our dear colleagues. running
this department. have continuous exerted exceptional efforts and. in
a very short time. succeeded to hold various academic and scientific
conferences and symposiums in different areas of the world that resulted



in producing a big set of highly valued researches on the topic of Imam
al-Husayn s reformative uprising and its impacts on societies. These
conferences have also motivated many professors and researchers on
writing and researching in the different fields of the topic related.

As a result of these conferences that contained continuous academic
sessions based on well-organized planning and contact with universities
and colleges of human and religious studies. we have met a good
company of competent professors from the Faculty of Education in Kufa
University and found them enjoying such a high spirit of sincerity and
devoutness to their religion, religious principles. society. and homeland
that they suggested to us the holding of a conference on Imam al-
Husayn s reformative uprising inside the building of their faculty. It is
worth noting that Professor Baqir Jrew. the dean of the faculty. blessed
and encouraged the holding of such a conference. After receiving this
appreciated suggestion, we discussed the matter with the legal manager
of the Imam al-Husayn Holy Shrine who also welcome the idea and
encouraged us to take upon ourselves all the issues related to holding
such a conference. Hence. the Institution. with the help of the staff of
the Faculty of Education. started planning for holding the conference
through forming a set of shared and specialized committees.

Continuous efforts were exerted and active field visits were paid
and the result was that the first annual international conference was
given the title: Imam al-Husayns Reformative Uprising. That was
the initial step. which was followed by other steps of incessant and
serious efforts for identifying the key topics to be discussed in that
conference as well as the most important issues that directly reflect on
the intellectual and social state of affairs of the community. As soon as
promulgations for holding such a conference were made and contacts
were made with writers. researchers. and men-of-letters known for their
intellectual creativity from in and outside Iraq in order to encourage

them on writing essays and researches on this topic. we were astonished
at the startling reaction to the idea and the huge quantity of studies.

essays. and researches presented to us. all of which were written on
the topic of Imam al-Husayn's reformative uprising by academics as
well as teachers and scholars of the Religious Seminary. In fact, this
fact delighted us very much. made us look forward to an outstanding
success of the conference. and granted us a big push to exert greater
and wider efforts. Thanks to God, the result was as expected. since the
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conference achieved great success from all aspects and gained a local
and worldwide scientific reaction and was covered by different mass
media.

Besides. the greatest of all the achievements of the conference is the
fact that it made our Institution open remarkably to contacting with new
pioneering and promising writers who would write notable essays on
the topic of Imam al-Husayn's reformative uprising. The Institution will
continuously keep contact with such writers and scientific powers in
order to give them parts in its coming blessed projects. due to the urgent
need of the Institution for such writers whom are hoped to contribute
to building and developing the scientific course of the Institution
through writing essays in the magazines and periodicals issued by the
Institution. participating in writing encyclopedias on Imam al-Husayn s
reformative uprising. and participating in the conferences. forums. and
audio and video activities that speak of Imam al-Husayn and his blessed
reformative revolution.

Putting into practice out Imam 'Ali’s golden maxim. “The beauty of
knowledge lies in spreading it. ” and evaluating the precious scientific
efforts exerted by scholars and professors in the blessed conference.
and in order to highlight the importance of the intellectual. valuable.
and pioneering results of the conference. the editorship-in-chief and
the management of the al-Islah al-Husayni Magazine have decided to
publish the essays and researches presented in the conference in the
Magazine's issues, namely, Issues 14. 15. 16. and 17. Accordingly. the
current issue of the Magazine comprises major aspects of the events of the
1st Conference of Imam al-Husayn's Reformative Uprising, therefore,
the essays in this issue have been dedicated to a general title; namely.
Studies of Literature and Poetry on Imam al-Husayn. containing a set of
constructive and well-compacted scientific researches.methodologically
revised by a number of proficient professors and scholars known for
their sustained expert in the field of scientific judgment and assessment.

It is important to draw attentions to the point that because of the

 vastness of the conference and the multitude of its topics and researches.

we could not have enough time to cover all the researches, therefore, we
have had to print a small part of the researches. picking out only some
of the essays that were characterized by precision and acceptability in
light of the scientific criteria of the conference; therefore. only this little
amount of the essays and papers will be published in the current issue .



1t is also noteworthy that we have tried to overlook some papers that
might seem to be incompatible with the technical and scholastic lines
of the Magazine in order to observe scientific honesty. We are here to
assure that the opinions contained in these essays do not necessarily
express the general view of the Magazine.

Finally. we would cordially like to express our gratitude to the
General Secretariat of the Imam al-Husayn Holy Shrine for its special
care for the conference, without which the conference would not have
achieved such brilliance and accomplishment. Out acknowledgement is
also extended to the General Secretariat of Imam 'Ali Holy Shrine whose
staff cooperated remarkably with us and contributed to the success
of the conference. Acknowledgement is also extended to the General
Secretariat of the al-Kiifah Great Mosque for the kind reception of the
guests and for the hospitality shown. Very much acknowledgement is
also shown to the headship of the Kufa University and the deanship of
the Faculty of Education for embracing the events of the conference
and for the big field and academic efforts exerted by the professors
and lecturers who contributed greatly to the success of the conference.
Similar acknowledgment is extended to the shared committees that
directly and exhaustively supervised and met the scientific and executive
requirements and preparations for the conference.

Seizing this opportunity. weprayto the Almighty Godto grantincessant
success and prosperity to our Institution, the Faculty of Education in
the Kufa University. and all those who contributed to making successful
the conference. We also pray Him to keep their steps fixed on the true
path represented by the guidance and the course of Imam al-Husayn.
Chief of Martyrs and leader of the blessed international reformative
uprising. Verily. God is Ever-Nigh and Responsive to prayers
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THE EFFECTS OF IMAM AL-HUSAYN’S UPRISING %
“ON “THE CONCEALED POEMS

Dr. Muhammad J. Habib al-Badrani

Like all other fields of life. poetry with all of its genres was greatly
influenced by the overall revolution created by Imam al-Husayn s refor-
mative uprising whose illuminating rays were stretched so widely that
they covered the life of the entire humanity. With regard to literature. the
best to have expressed this huge changeover in the life of the Muslim
community was the poetry known as “The Concealed Poems” that were
composed during the Umayyad dynasty and. more precisely. after the
martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn.

The current essay has been written in the light of this historical fact.
It is thus divided into several chapters that cover the main topics. In
the first chapter. the writer sheds light on the meaning and contents of
the poetry known as “The Concealed Poems. ” proving that the reason
behind composing such poems and then keeping them secret and hidden
from the reach of the ruling authorities was that these poems repre-
sented secret statements and illuminating brochures secretly issued and
distributed by the oppositionist parties for the purpose of encouraging
the masses to revolt against the tyrannical ruling authorities and trans-
ferring the information necessary to the revolutionaries.

Out of these poems. the writer chooses three ones that were widely
circulated among the lines of the Shi‘ite party that opposed the Umayy-
ad tyrannical authority after the martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn. since
these three poems particularly-such as the poem of Ibn al-Ahmar and
that of A*sha Hamdan-acted as the voice of the revolutionaries. ex-
pressed their objection to the Umayyad tyrannical ruling authorities. _x
and called for dethroning this unjust rule.
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IMAM AL-HUSAYN’S CHARACTER IN NAGUIB
s “MAHFOUZ’S “PALACE WALK
AN ANALYTICAL STUDY

Dr. Wisam ‘Ali Muhammad Husayn

The author of the essay has been determined to choose one of the
novels of Naguib Mahfouz. the famous Egyptian novelist. in order to
reveal the features and portrait of Imam al-Husayn as depicted by the
novelist in his prime novel. “Palace Walk. ” or “Bayn al-Qasrayn. ”
which is one of his trilogy known as “The Cairo Trilogy” that is consid-
ered the prime work of his literary career. The essay is thus composed
of an introduction. a preface. two main sections. and an epilogue.

In the preface to the essay. the writer sheds light on the history of
the rulers of the Fatimid Dynasty in Egypt. their roles in spreading and
promulgating for the Ahl al-Bayt Sect. and their passionate love for and
fondness of Imam al-Husayn.

In the first section. the writer follows up the picture of Imam al-Husayn
in the memory of Naguib Mahfouz and the character of the Imam in the
novelist's Palace Walk, while the second section is dedicated to discuss-
ing the position of Imam al-Husayn in the view of the Egyptian family
as depicted in the Palace Walk. The writer then concludes that Naguib
Mahfouz succeeded to depict and portray Imam al-Husayn's character
brilliantly and excellently through introducing the Imam's character to
the readers in such an extremely effective and moving style.

The essay is then concluded with an epilogue that comprises that
most important results
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ARTISTIC BEAUTY IN IMAM AL-HUSAYN’S POETRY

Dr. Murtada A. “Ali al-Shawi

The writer of the essay sheds light on the most important pillars of
Arabic rhetoric and the artistic aspects of beauty found in Imam al-
Husayn's poetry and decides to peruse the Imam s poetry in an analyti-
cally academic and applied way. thus classifying these rhetorical pil-
lars found in the Imam's words into a set of basic figures of speech. such
as simile, metaphor. mental trope. synecdoche. and allegory as well as
other figures of speech that the writer discusses analytically and in de-
tails.

Discussing analytically the artistic features of Imam al-Husayn s po-
etry in an independent chapter. the writer affirms that these artistic
and aesthetic features can be classified into several categories. such as
unseen imaging and narrative dialogue.

The writer then concludes the essay with a summary comprising that
the purpose behind writing this essay and re-reading Imam al-Husayn's
poetry from this very angle is to shed light on one of the creative aspects
of Imam al-Husayn s personality, that is. literature. Thus. the essay has
come in the form of stopping at a rhetorical and oratorical station of
the Imam s life to infer the aesthetic aspect included in his poetic works
despite their little number. since his lifetime was full of political events
that ended up with his martyrdom. proving that Imam al-Husayn en-
joyed artistic and aesthetic capability of expressiveness and articulacy.
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REFLECTION OF REVOLUTIONARY VALUES ON
THE MODERN POETRY ON IMAM AL-HUSAYN

Dr. Rugayyah Rustam Piur-Malaki

Characterized by universality and everlastingness. Imam al-Husayn s
reformative uprising has always been one of the most eminent sources
of inspiration for poets in the various fields of life. including ideational.
political. and humanitarian aspects. throughout the history of humanity.
It has also played the most important part in boosting spirits of self-
sacrifice and resistance and struggling against despotism and tyranny.
This is so because the reformative and revolutionary issue of Imam al-
Husayn has penetrated into man's depth and conscience. Recent and
modern poets have succeeded to portrait aesthetically the community
in its most obvious and factual image. inspiring that from Imam al-
Husayn's spirit of wrong-rejecting as well as his companions and his
spirits of self-sacrifice for the truth.

The current essay is written in the deductive-analytical style due to
which the writer has re-perused the political and revolutionary poetic
texts in an investigative way. proving that the revolutionary images and
spirit found in those poetic texts are all inspired and derived from the
revolutionary ideology of Imam al-Husayn along with all of its con-
tents. The writer thus cites some poetic samples. the majority of which
are written by poets from Iraq. to prove that those poets. as well as many
other men-of-letters. have derived from Imam al-Husayn s glorious rev-
olution whatever they could; therefore. they have produced magnificent
poetry that revolves around the Imam's everlasting and brilliant val-
ues embodied by him throughout the different chapters of his uprising.
Thus. those poets. through their literary works featured by a revolution-
ary spirit. have succeeded to awaken the Muslim nation and persuade
the masses into acquiring the values and principles of Imam al-Husayn.

The writer finally concludes a number of results. the most important
of which are that the ‘Ashiira’ Day-i.e. the day of Imam al-Husayn's
martyrdom-and Imam al-Husayn's uprising stand for the most men-
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acing danger to the despotic ruling authorities and that poets who
composed poetry about Imam al-Husayn and his uprising joined the
political opposition just for the purpose of contributing to reforming
the affairs of the community and struggling against wrongdoing and
corruption.
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it
f{ t:‘l" INSPIRATIONS FROM IMAM AL-HUSAYN’S UPRIS-
e ING IN AL-JAWGHIRi’S POEM: “I BELIEVE IN AL-
HUSAYN”; AN ANALYTIC STUDY

Dr. ‘Adnan Kazim Mahdi
Dr. Sadiq Fawzi Dabbas

Imam al-Husayn s revolutionary and informational ideology has left
its impact on the successive generations, stimulating them into deter-
mination on resisting the tyrants and wrongdoers. through the noble
values and magnificent principles theoretically held by that uprising
and practically embodied in the situations. attitudes. and conducts of
Imam al-Husayn throughout the progress of his uprising. These values
and principles were the starting point of many ideological. literary. and
revolutionary energies that inspired men-of-letters to revolt. learn from.
and write about Imam al-Husayn s reformative uprising.

The writers of the current essay have chosen as a sample Muhammad
Mahdi al-Jawahiri's famous poem: “I believe in al-Husayn. " to study
it analytically in order to deduce and bring to surface the values and
principles of Imam al-Husayn's uprising and prove that these values
have inspired the poet to compose this magnificent poem.
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The essay thus comprises an introduction and three chapters. The
first chapter. which is tantamount to an exordial portrait. speaks of the
poet s recalling the day of Imam al-Husayn's martyrdom along with all
of its tragic events. followed by the poet’s stopping at the holy tomb of

. Imam al-Husayn and speaking confidentially with him. and concluded
- with recalling all the details of the Battle of al-Taff that ended with the
" Imam’s martyrdom.
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In the second chapter. which is supplement to the first one. the writ-
ers depict a portrait of combination of the past and the present. through
exciting revolutionary feelings and calls for changing the corrupt state

of affairs.



Entitled. “Faith and Certainty. ” the third chapter is a summary of
inspiration and calls for revolution. Through these two factors of faith
and certainty. the poet reaches at an inevitable, final result; that is. it is
necessary to believe in the ideology of Imam al-Husayn's reformative
uprising, to refute all those spurious arguments that are raised against
the goals and values of this blessed uprising. and to convey all that to

1'1 '.‘

the recipients.
Finally. the writers conclude the essay with an epilogue comprising
the most important results.
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HUMAN SUBLIMITY IN THE FOURTH CENTURY PO-
EMS ON IMAM AL-HUSAYN

Dr. Sana’ Hadi “Abbas

The essay depicts how the poets of the fourth century of Islam typified
in their poems the Event of al-Taff and how they expressed poetically
the attitudes of Imam al-Husayn and his companions towards exalting
human self to the highest rank of intellectual. educational. and ethical
sublimity. as well as their attempts and efforts to save humans from
their deteriorating state of affairs and from the bogs of deviation. ar-
rogance, and submission to personal whims in which they sank. and
raise them to a new situation enfolded by the everlasting values of true
humanity. especially adoption of altruism and aloofness from following
personal caprices.
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METAPHOR IN IMAM AL-HUSAYN’S LANGUAGE
Dr. Hasan A. “Abbas al-Sha‘ir

Arab linguists and those experienced in and acquainted with the arts
and rhetorical aspects of Arabic language. which has its own idiosyn-
cratic charm and eccentric appeal. usually marvel at the aesthetic fea-
tures of this language which is distinctively characterized by fineness
and accuracy of its fluency. systematicity of its words. and frequent us-
age of metaphor in its two genres, namely, mental trope and synecdo-
che. This fact can manifestly be seen in Imam al-Husayn's brilliant and
echoing speeches.

On the basis of this fact. the writer of the current essay attempts to
underscore the metaphor and the metaphoric statements in Imam al-
Husayn s speeches. opening the essay with the Imam's addresses. epis-
tles. and maxims. as he quoted from their sources. so that the reader may
be as close as possible to these words.

The writer then moves to displaying metaphor in Imam al-Husayn s
speeches through two points of discussion, the first point is dedicated to
defining metaphor lexically and terminologically. and the second is an
applied study of metaphor.
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THE SYSTEM OF VALUES AND ETHICS
IN IMAM AL-HUSAYN’S REFORMATIVE UPRISING

Sinan Sa‘id Jasim

The writers of the essay deal with a purely stylistic topic that is based
on studying analytically the counteractant reference style in Imam al-
Husayn's speeches and addresses. Upon discussing this topic. which
is an outlook on what is beyond Imam al-Husayn's texts. the research-
ers put emphasis on a number of introductory issues. starting with
the mechanisms of reference style and proving that the very reference

mechanism discussed in the essay represents the first and most impor-
tant element of literary cohesion.

Discussing the tools of reference. the writers mention a big number
of tools through which other ideas than those mentioned openly in the
texts can be understood.

The research is then focused on the counteractant reference style
in the speeches and addresses delivered by Imam al-Husayn on the
“‘Ashiira’ Day. the day of his martyrdom. The writers. using clear-cut
demonstrations and points of evidence. prove that Imam al-Husayn
used the style of counteractant reference for expressing certain notions
and meanings that he did not want to say publicly. Thus. the counter-
actant reference in these addresses and speeches was of the kind of
the exophoric reference although it combined two stylistic approaches;
namely. a syntactic-grammatic approach and a pragmatic approach.

At the end of the essay. the writers conclude that the counteractant
reference style in Imam al-Husayn's addresses and speeches acted as

duets of exophoric meanings required by the context and the situation -

in which Imam al-Husayn was put; therefore. he had to adopt the style
of indirect reference and to keep himself away from a direct reference to
the messages carried by his addresses and speeches.
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VALUES OF THE AL-TAFF EVENT MANIFESTED
IN POETIC TEXTS

Dr. Saja Jasim Muhammad
Dr. Anwar Majid Sarhan

Evidently. the literature written about the event of Imam al-Husayn's
martyrdom during the Battle of al-Taff is fully replete with a wide range
of Arab and Islamic values that reflect a big variety of principles and at-
titudes contained in poetic texts. thus clearly indicating that the event of
Imam al-Husayn's martyrdom has profoundly been touching the feelings of
the masses and has been characterized by many dimensions. aspects. and
principles that are deeply rooted in the mentalities of poets up to the pres-
ent day. For this reason. poetic texts have always been acting as the most
effective style of expounding on these values in the most obvious way and
as one of the important sources of taking pride in that event along with all
of significances and principles it holds.

The writer of the current essay believes that al-Taff Event has in the
view of poets become the basis of any poetic productive matter that may
stand for a manifestation of a big number of revolutionary and humanitar-
ian values.

T I o I TV AZ L SAL oS ﬁ"

Citing a collection of poetic texts. the writer of the essay shows obvious-
ly the quantity and quality of values held by Imam al-Husayn's reformative
uprising throughout the history of humanity - a fact inspired by the writer
from the quoted poetic texts.
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Lady Zaynab’s Famous Word: “I Saw Nothing But Beauty;”
A Study Of The Word’s Reformative Outlooks

Dr. Kawakib Bagqir al-Fadli

The idea of the current essay is derived from Lady Zaynab's famous
word. “l saw nothing but beauty. ”” which she said as an answer to the
malicious question of the tyrannical ruler who tried to gloat at her mis-
fortune of the martyrdom of Imam al-Husayn. his family members, and
his companions. The essay is thus an attempt to link between the great
events of the al-Taff Day - i.e. the day of Imam al-Husayn's martyrdom-
and the current state of affairs experienced by the human communities.
The writer thus tries to impede the currently experienced state of social
savagery and the dominance of violence on the entire globe by means
of the aforesaid word of Lady Zaynab. For doing this mission. she fol-
lows a plan in writing the current essay. dividing it into three parts. as

follows:

The first part discusses the artistic and rhetorical aspects of the word
under discussion; so. the writer displays the surroundings of Lady Za-
ynab's declaring this word. the historical sources and reference books
where it is mentioned. and an analysis of some features of the dialogue
within which this word was said. The writer then gives a brief definition
of the word. ‘beauty’ mentioned by Lady Zaynab.

The second part of the essay discusses the effects of beauty and the
making of it on correcting the course to violence. Thus. the writer elab-

orately proves the great influence of calls to peace on violence and the .
big roles played by such calls in breaking down the paths to violence

and stopping its march towards more destruction. ruination, and blood-
shed.

In the third part. the writer alludes to the important role of self-ref-
ormation and commitment to ethicality in the achievement of global
peace and security. She then moves to underscoring the psychological
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and sociological impacts of Lady Zaynab's word on the issue of strug-
gling against violence. The writer thus concludes that this word acts
as the remedy for the maladies of terrorism and violence, therefore, it
is necessary to see the actual state of affairs through the eyes of Lady
t}f’ w  Zaynab who. through her extraordinary attitudes. contributed greatly
: - to achieving the goals of Imam al-Husayn's reformative uprising and
struggle against tyranny and wrongdoing.
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THE KEY ROLE OF UNIVERSITY IN IMPLANTING
THE EDUCATIONAL AND ETHICAL VALUES IN-
SPIRED FROM IMAM AL-HUSAYN’S REFORMATIVE
UPRISING

Dr. Maytham A. Hashim al-Sa‘idi

The writer of the current essays believes that university. as a faculty
of education and teaching. must undertake a key role in the significant
mission of implanting the values and principles of Imam al-Husayn's
reformative uprising in the mentalities of the students. especially in the
present day. which is characterized by special conditions that surround
and influence not only the students of universities but also all members
of the community. This is so because Imam al-Husayn's reformative up-
rising holds such a big set of principles and values that can foster both
individuals and communities.

Based on this presumption. the writer discusses several topics. in-
tending to explain some methods and techniques through which it is
possible to implant the values and principles of Imam al-Husayn s up-
rising in the mentalities of not only students of universities but also all
individuals of the society. He thus underscores the fact that it is. ini-
tially. necessary to understand the terms used in this essay. such as ethi-
cal value and education. and then get to know the features of Islamic
education, before moving to discussing the educational values in Imam
al-Husayn s reformative uprising.

The writer also emphasizes that universities are expected to play a
very important role in the process of implanting the values and prin-

% & ciples of Imam al-Husayn s uprising in the mentalities of their students;
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e and in order to explain this idea as elaborately as possible. the writer
‘,-;,., Wig- uses the descriptive methodology that is based on scientific analysis
- Fa.» .F"'“ and explanation after he has collected all data. facts. and notices ap-

"% pertained to the subject matter of the essay. described analytically the
surroundings of the issue. and reported its actual state of affairs as

exactly as they are.

The essay is then concluded with a set of results and recommenda-
tions, the most important of which is a call for holding forums. confer-



ences. and debates by the participation of both instructors and students
of universities in order to discuss the Islamic values generally and the
role of Imam al-Husayn s reformative uprising in actively reviving these
values and to highlight Imam al-Husayn. his family members and his
followers’ putting into practice these values and practices.
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THE ROLE PLAYED BY THE RELIGIOUS REFER-
ENTIAL AUTHORITY IN REFORMING IRAQ’S TRUE
CONDITIONS

Dr. Ahmad “Ali A. al-Khafaji

The supreme religious referential authorities. due to the many signifi-
cant and serious duties and missions they have taken upon themselves
to assume. have been entrusted with the mission of safeguarding. de-
fending. and promulgating for the Holy Prophet Muhammad s mission;
therefore, this authority., whether represented by one person. several
persons. or a body. has played important parts and taken many decisive
attitudes towards the movements of deviation and religious deteriora-

tion. In fact, these very roles had been played by the Holy Imams of the
Ahl al-Bayt.

On the ground of this fact. the writer of the current essay has decided
to write about His Eminence the Grand Ayatollah Sayyid ‘Ali al-Sistani
in his capacity as the best example of the wise religious referential au-
thority who has always had his eyes on the conditions of the Shi‘ah in
general and the Shi‘ah of Iraq in particular and worked painstakingly
for reforming these conditions.

The essay is thus divided into a preface. three parts. and an epilogue.

In the first part. the writer shows the attitudes of Sayyid al-Sistani to
the 2003 American invasion of Iraq. highlighting the internal crises that
were provoked as a result of the invasion and the ways His Eminence
treated therewith. Thus. the writer refers to the most important verdicts
issued by Sayyid al-Sistani during that stage. such as his verdicts of for-
bidding looting the public properties. forbidding revenge-based retali-
ation, forbidding clashes between the different sects and ethnic groups
of the Iraqi people... etc.

In the second part. the writer presents Sayyid al-Sistani’s attitude to
the 2005 Constitution of Iraq where he played the major role in pre-
ferring the public interests of the Iraqi people. along with all of their
religions. sects and ethnic groups. to the other less important interests.
be they provincial or sectarian.

e,

- -

His Eminence Sayyid al-Sistani s attitude to the first Iraqi parliamen-
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tary elections is discussed in the third part of the essay. where the writer
cites Sayyid al-Sistani’s famous verdict of judging the existence of the
U.S. occupying forces in Iraqi to be illegal. Yet, he confirmed that any
armed struggle for the independence of Iraq needs very much rational-
ity and contemplation.

The essay is then sealed with a set of results concluded by the writer.







