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A Strategic Study of Propagating the Husayni Thought
In the Seasons of Ziyara
—The Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) as a Sample

Shaykh Sabah Abbas al-Saidi

As part of the efforts to innovate the propagative tools used in spreading
the Husayni thought in the society the, researcher attempts to present
this working paper titled, “A Strategic Study of Propagating the Hu-
sayni Thought in the Seasons of Ziyara” where he specifies the research
to be on the Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) as a Sample.

This paper consists of an introduction and four topics. In the introduc-
tion, he mentions the importance of knowing the Imams in general and
the effect of such knowledge. The researcher focuses on the importance
of knowing the rights of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) especially, and the
spiritual results of a Ziyara made while knowing these rights that every
Muslim is obliged to. He also mentions the materialistic results of such
a Ziyara, supporting these doctrines with reliable and numerous textual
sources that stress upon this fact.

After explaining the great significance and dire need in this im-
portant practice of worship, he sheds light upon the necessity of con-
tributing to solidifying this knowledge in the hearts of the followers
and lovers of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH). The researcher also mentions
_ the importance of propagating such doctrines to those whom the di-

- fa.»i.ﬁ'“ vine guidance has embraced, making them travel with their bodies and

hearts and set sail for the harbor of the Master of the Free, Imam al-
Husayn (PBUH). He adds, that the motivation to engage in such faithful
practices is their empathy and sympathy with that person who revolted
against injustice and tyranny.



The first topic of the article addresses the idea’s origin and its goals,
expressing that the idea saw light after a long period of contemplation
followed by interactions with lecturers and experts in order to identify
successful methods in spreading the Husayni thoughts and reach the
noble goals of'it.

The second topic was regarding the title of the project and the ma-
terial it will be based upon, where the researcher mentions a series of
suggested titles together with the related material. The material chosen
was the specialized intellectual projects led by the Warith al-Anbiya In-
stitute. These projects’ scientific results were published by the institute
and will provide the material needed for the new project. In this regard,
the researcher mentions a group of practical samples.

At the third topic, he addresses the tools suggested to complete the
project and the aiding methods, mentioning a series of tools that will
serve as collectible alternatives. Then follows the fourth topic where the
researcher addresses a subject significant for both realizing the project,
and for the continuity of the project, which is the executive powers in
the project.

In the end, he mentions a series of issues, some of which are con-
sidered vital for the succession of the project. Others mention the ob-
stacles that might face the project during its initial phase.

He emphasizes that these comments must be taken into consider-
ation, and that the project must not be withdrawn if faced by these ob-
stacles and hindrances. Consequently, the project will deliver its impor-
tant outcome and results.
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The Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)
— A Study into the Legal and Customary Concept of the Ziyara
and its Ethics

Dr. Shaykh Asad al-Salman

This article consists of an introduction followed by two topics. The in-
troduction deals with the role of making Ziyara to the tombs in general,
and to Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) in particular, in creating a state of spir-
itual extension between the visitor and the visited Imam. This exten-
sion creates a connection between this world and the other metaphysi-
cal world for the visitor, which in itself benefits the visitor by shielding
him from becoming deviated. It also makes the visitor experience the
atmosphere of the blessed uprising of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) to its
fullest.

The first topic deals with The Customary and Legal Concept of
the Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH). The researcher finds that the
inclination toward the visited while turning away from others — which
summarizes the views of the linguists on the concept of Ziyara — is
preserved in the customary meaning of the Ziyara (visit) to Imam al-
Husayn (PBUH). He also finds that this term in the customary meaning
contains the concept of spiritual connectivity between the Shiite and his

‘ Y "h:ii Imam, and the perception of what the owner of the blessed grave felt of
E "‘I‘iﬂ" oppression and hardships.

T

The researcher then defines the legal meaning of the Ziyara, men-
tioning that it does not differ much from the linguistic and customary
meaning, regardless of it being studied on a Quranic basis or from the
narrations. Nonetheless, some narrations do add some dimensions that



deepen its semantics, such as, that the Ziyara of the Imam (PBUH) rep-
resents the presence in the near court of the Divine, and the effective
participation at the Event of Karbala, etc.

The second topic is dedicated to The Ethics of Ziyara where the
researcher mentions the Quter Ethics, such as fasting, being in a state
of physical and ritual purity, etc. The other type of ethics was the In-
ner Ethics, manifested in the necessity of being wholeheartedly present
during the Ziyara, and in a state of reverence, submission, mourning,
and repentance.

Then follows a conclusion containing a summary of the results
reached during this research.
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The Doctrinal Manifestations in Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)

Shaykh Haidar al-Aridhi

The writer mentions in the introduction of the article that Islam attaches
attention to the spiritual aspect of man much more than it does to the
materialistic aspect. He further elaborates that Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)
was a manifestation of this sacred attention Islam attached both to its
figures and to the ceremonies related to them. Islam does so, by en-
couraging the believers to visit the tombs of the Guardians, righteous
people, and the martyrs as they are regarded alive, making them worthy
of loyalty and the best of appraisal.

After this preface, the writer presents an introduction followed by
three topics.

In the introduction, he provides the meaning behind 7ajalli (mani-
festation) and Ziyara, thereafter he discusses the legality of visiting the
tombs of the Infallibles (PBUT) and the noble Guardians. For this mat-
ter, he employs a series of texts narrated from the Prophet (PBUH&HF)
and his household (PBUT). He then ends the introduction by mention-
ing some of the resulting benefits from the mentioned Ziyara.

The first subtopic mentions that the belief of monotheism is mani-
fested in the the text of the Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH). The Zi-

“yara contains the Basmala, praising, and extolment of Allah, all the way

to the explicit testimony on His Oneness (glorified and sublime be He).

The second topic was related to the manifestation of the fundament
of the prophethood, which is visible — according to the writer — in the
openings of the blessed Ziyara. These openings teach the visitor to rec-
ognize the status of the Prophets to be the truth and to believe in their
messages.



Among the important subjects discussed in this topic is the position
of the caliphate that the writer considers to be among the innate mat-
ters to the position of the Prophethood. He examines this basic belief in
the texts that mention Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) inheriting a series of
Prophets and Messengers (PBUT).

The third and last topic was dedicated to the belief in the Day of
Resurrection. He draws inspiration from the oppression suffered by
Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) as he stood against injustice and deviation.
As the belief in the afterlife judgment will mitigate the impact of the
tragedy for the lovers of the Household (PBUT), that, and the texts
from the Ziyaras containing supplication against the oppressors. They
indicate that these will become cursed and banished [from the mercy of
God] and experience punishment manifold.

At the end of the article, the writer presents his conclusion contain-
ing a summary of the research.
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TheNarrator Chain in the Ziyar as of
al-Nahiyya al-M ugadassa
—Part One

Muhammad Ehsani Farlangaroudi
Translated into Arabic: Dr. Shaykh Maytham al-Rubaiye

The article is an analytical study of the narrator chains of the Ziyaras of
al-Nahiyya al-Mugaddasa. The researcher mentions that these Ziyaras
are regarded among the more famous Ziyaras of the Master of the Mar-
tyrs (PBUH). They are also considered a heritage that delves into the
history of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) and Karbala and portrays some of
its characteristics. Furthermore, the Ziyaras uncover some of the histor-
ic puzzles related to the eternal fierce battle of Karbala while contain-
ing some of the names of the martyrs. These factors make the Ziyaras a
spiritual treasure and cultural heritage on the history of Shiites.

The researcher mentions that the Ziyaras of al-Nahiyya al-Mugqa-
ddasa are three Ziyaras being ascribed to the “Holy Area” (al-Nahiyya
al-Mugaddasa), even though the second Ziyara is more formally known
by that name. These three are: The Ziyara of the Martyrs, the Ziyara
known as the Ziyara of al-Nahiyya al-Muqaddasa, and the Ziyara re-
ported by al-Sharif al-Murtadha (may Allah be pleased with him).

In this study, the researcher addresses the first Ziyara, listing four _-#F

sources and three different narrator chains which he analyses. In his .- n

analysis, he focuses on the book al-Mazar and the authenticity of its

narrators. The results of his research on the narrator chain are that the
Ziyara’s narrator chain in Ibn al-Mashhadi’s book a/-Mazar can be au-
thenticated following the Rijali authentication rule, General Authenti-
cations of the Narrators.
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He furthermore mentions, that if anyone doubts the mentioned Ri-
jali opinion, it would be sufficient to mention that the narrator chain’s
reliability is classified as Good (Hasan). This classification is based on
the special scrutiny of the narrators that showed, that every narrator
either was ruled as reliable or has been commended and praised.

The writer then mentions a series of subjects completing his study.
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Ziyarain the Encyclopaedia of | lam-Part One ‘.ﬂaﬁi&-
._"1.-'

Dr. JW. Merri
Translated into Arabic by Shaykh Haidar al-Bahadeli
The first part of this article contains a list of the topics the article ad- W
dresses. All topics, that will shed light on the history of Ziyara in dif- ;_.
ferent Islamic countries. This first part of the article was regarding the =
first topic, Ziyara in the Central and Eastern Arab Lands During the Ié
Pre-Modern Period. -

The researcher mentions that the Arabic and Hebraic sources from f;
the middle ages mention that Jews and Christians would engage in Iii
making pilgrimage (Ziyara) to the tombs and graves of the holy per- *\;
sons. The sources also mention Prophet Muhammad’s concerns over P
the Muslims adopting pagan and polytheistic practices g

Under this topic, he mentions several subtopics, the first being Shi’i '
Ziyara in Arab Lands where he mentions that this kind of Ziyara en- ‘-!.
joyed the same status and qualities as the obligatory Hajj pilgrimage. :

The second subtopic was regarding Opposition to Ziyara addressing '3"
the opposition that came into life after the establishment of the Hanbali H
jurisprudent sect in Iraq. Its followers emphasize that the pilgrimage ."h
to the tombs of the dead is a Bidaa, only exempting reciting Sura al- ¥ e
Fatiha, making supplication for the dead, and contemplating over death irj; :vl
and the afterlife. Amongst the most prominent figures of this movement ‘H‘% ”
was Ibn Taymiyya al-Harani. Y

At the third subtopic, Affirming the Ziyara, the researcher mentions
Abu Hamed al-Ghazali’s defense of Ziyara, his proof of the existence of
Saints (Awliya), and the permissibility of making Ziyara to all graves.
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At the fourth subtopic titled, Pilgrimage Literature, the writer at-
tempts to presents this literature and their reactions and inherited tradi-
tions from the early Islamic period, and its mentioning the diversity of
the Ziyara ceremonies.

In the end, follows the final sup-topic Shi’i Pilgrimage Guides
mentioning a series of works writing on this subject. Beginning with
al-Ziyarat by al-Hasan Bin Ali Bin Fadhal al-Taymuli al-Kufi, all the
way to the works of the Damascene Sufi Abdul Ghani al-Nabulsi, titled
al-Hadhra al-Unsiyya fi al-Rehla al-Qudsiya. These works originate
from Iraq, Egypt, and the Levant.
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The Semantic and Symbolic Dimensions
in the Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)

Dr. Shaykh Abdul Majid Farajullah

The researcher's goal in this article was to focus research on the broad
semantic dimensions and deep symbolic signs deducted from the Ziyara
of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH). This was done in disregard to approaching
the semantic science as one that revolves around studying the mean-
ing of the words — as Pierre Gero believed. Or expanding the fields of
semantics to include the different parts of a sentence and the sentences
themselves by adopting a certain theory to interpret the meaning as
Janssen believed. Or by using the semantics of the expression and term
as believed by Ibrahim Anis, or by including the semantics of the syntax
and style also, as believed by Mahmoud al-Saran.

The researcher mentions that this study takes us to a comprehensive
study, which might require more than a book to cover. However, the most
important points of cognitive and semantic capture and symbolic under-
standing of the topic of the Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) will be re-
ferred to in this study. These points will be deeply and firmly connected to
the understanding of Islam, the culture of belief, and other such matters.

The researcher included several subtopics where he spoke of the

‘ 3 .'n% semantics and symbolic signs. The topics were as follows: (Visiting al-
E ‘*@ﬂr Husayn and the Quranic Culture), (Recollections Extolled by the Holy

T

Quran), (The Visitor of al-Husayn and the Quranic Way of Taking a
Lesson), (The Symbolic Way of Taking a Lesson and Being Guided),
(Noble Narrations and Apostolic Education on the Ziyara), (Practices
that Benefits the Ziyara).
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The Philosophy of Emphasizing Conducting Ziyara
at the Religious Commemor ations

Shaykh Abdul Razaq al-Nadawi

The researcher mentions at the beginning of the article the religious
commemorations where people visit Imam al-Husayn (PBUH). He lists
nine events:

The visits during Ashura, Arbaeen, the first of the month Rajab, the
middle of the same month, and the middle of the month of Shabaan, the
Nights of Qadr, the two Eids, the Day of Arafa, and the night of Friday.

The writer then addresses the philosophy of emphasizing conduct-
ing the Ziyara, where he lists the reasons to be:

1. Reasons related to the Afterlife, where the objective is to con-
nect people to the Afterlife.

2. Emotional reasons where the objective is to add an emotion-
al dimension to the belief and faith of the visitor in Imam al-Husayn
(PBUH).

3. Reasons related to mobilization where people are gathered for
collective worship at the Ziyara, which strengthens the ties between the
“Muslim communities and eliminates differences.

4. Spiritual reasons, as it has been narrated that the tomb of Imam

5 “"‘3"‘“ al-Husayn (PBUH) is one of the places strongly thought to be where

Y

supplications are heard and his interception granted.

5. Social reasons, as the Ziyara is among the practices that go well
with the history of the communities in eternalizing its symbols and
leaders, something that Islam also supports.



6. Educational reasons, as the visitor harvests the lessons and
teachings of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) and his blessed uprising, from
standing in front of the holy grave and reciting the text of the Ziyara.

At the end of the article, the researcher addresses the subject of
repeating the Ziyara at different religious events. He mentions that the
object of the philosophy of this practice is, to emphasize the values and
principles that the Master of the Martyrs (PBUH) strived for, and which
the texts of the Ziyara mention.
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TheDimengonsof theChain of Narrator sand the Semanticsin
Ziyarat al-Nahiyya al-Muqgaddasa

Dr. Sayyid Zayn al-Abideen al-Muqgaddas al-Ghurayfi

In the beginning, the researcher mentions the key terms of the research,
mentioning that the terminological phrase al-Nahiyya al-Muqaddasa
exists only within the Shiite domain, and refers to Imam al-Mahdi (may
Allah hasten his reappearance). The researcher then divides the article
into four topics:

The first topic: The references of the Ziyara and their scientific value.
The researcher elaborates that the references of the Ziyara can be divided
into two groups. One who does not attribute the text of the Ziyara to the
infallible — an opinion adopted by Allamah al-Majlisi as evident by the
words of Sayyid Ibn Tawoos. And one that does attribute the text of the
Ziyara to the al-Nahiyya al-Muqaddasa (i.e., Imam al-Mahdi) — which is
the opinion of Ibn al-Mashhadi.

The second topic: Examining the chain of narrators. The researcher
mentions three attempts to authenticate the chain of narrators, concluding
that they all fail to do so. He also emphasizes that the weakness of the
chain does not hinder one from reciting the Ziyara based on the rule of
the general evidence on the permissibility of reciting all supplications and
Ziyaras, as long as its content does not contradict the Holy Quran or the

E ‘Hx?l*” Prophetic Tradition.

T

The third topic: The general message of the Ziyara. In this part of the
article, the researcher addresses the most important content of the Ziyara.
Such as: mentioning the goal of the uprising of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH),
the ethics of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) with his enemies, and the forma-



tive effects taking place due to the killing of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH),
and the preference of weeping over him (PBUH).

At the fourth and last topic, the researcher addresses the most impor-
tant problems ascribed to the text of the Ziyara. Such as the beheading
of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) by al-Shimr — even though it has not been
historically proven —, the appearance of the ladies of the House of the
Prophet bareheaded without any veil, and the predators devouring the
holy bodies. In addition to the horses stamping and crushing the chest
of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) before his martyrdom. The researcher dis-
cusses all these problems, mentioning that these can be solved by making
interpretation that is in accordance with the proper beliefs and authentic
reports.
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Monotheism in the Husayni Ziyaras from

a Linguistic Perspective "f . ;
A
w

Hasan Jamil al-Rubayie
The article is a linguistic study of the concept of monotheism as ex-
pressed in the texts of Imam al-Husayn's Ziyara. Initially, the researcher —
touches on the importance of the heritage of the Household (PBUT), =
including the texts of the Ziyaras of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), in chart- .f
ing the correct path that leads to Allah, the Exalted. =
He then lists a series of texts from the Ziyaras that deal with the concept g
of monotheism highlighting the linguistic aspect. He does so by men- £
tioning some linguistic formulations and their implications on mono- ,‘i
theism. *Eé

These included the use of singular nouns, which indicates that He, ‘E
the Exalted, is one God with no partner and that a visitor is not allowed &
to use texts that glorifies Allah by addressing Him in a plural form. In 2
addition to the description of Allah using agent nouns, as He has been ‘_:_
addressed with this form in the blessed Ziyaras to show that everything :
is in His hand, exalted and blessed is He. Moreover so, is the descrip- el
tion using a relative pronoun. This pronoun has been mentioned in the 7‘
Ziyaras to depict the status of the Almighty, His qualities, and actions. j,
In addition to other linguistic tools such as emphasizers, vocative cases, "'?‘

“L

- 'Il':.'h
g
-]

b
L, wt

etc., which imply profound meanings in monotheism.

At the conclusion, the researcher confirms that the unification of '_"
Allah, exalted and blessed is He, is explicitly manifested in all the
Ziyara texts, adding that these linguistic means portray Him, and are
considered a path toward Him. This deeper connotation explains why
Ziyara makes the visitor closer to Allah, the Exalted.
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Supplicationsin the Ziyara of Ashura
— A Study in Light of the Phonostylistics:
Part One

Ahmad Muwaffaq Mahdi

The article represents a study of the stylistic performance of the phonet-
ic level of the supplications present in the Ziyara of Ashura (the popular
one and the lesser-known one). The researcher attempts — in part one of
this study — to implement the phonostylistics of these texts by evaluat-
ing two different factors; phonetic parallelism and compatibility. The
second part of this study will address the remaining factors by the will
of Allah.

The researcher begins his research with an introduction and preface
followed by two topics and a conclusion. In the introduction, he men-
tions the importance of this study, believing that every text has its own
stylistics concerning the linguistic and phonetic level, making the latter
the strongest identificational factor of the sender’s language.

Then follows a prelude in which the researcher defines the phono-
stylistics and presents the difference between method and stylistics, and
the levels of the stylistic approach represented by the phonetic, syntac-
tic, and semantic levels.

Then he divides the research into two topics, the first regarding the
phonetic compatibility both on a terminological and syntactical level.
He defines phonetic compatibility to be “words pleasant to hear and
easy to pronounce, whose meaning has its impact on the heart.” This
is achieved by avoiding dissonance or extreme similarity between the



sounds, which turns the unity of the sounds into a nature different in
the phonetic structure of the word or a group of words in a literary text.

The second topic deals with vocal parallelism, which is presented
as the equivalence of structures or meanings in line with identical words
or expressions based on technical duality. The researcher emphasizes
that the sections containing supplication in the Ziyara of Ashura are
phonetically parallel and rhythmically compatible. These factors dis-
play the ingenuity and strength of the author's approach, and depicts the
capacity of his language.
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Sh
The Styles of Mental Imagesin the Husayni Arena and ?ﬁm ;
its Effects in Creating the Audible Image e

Dr. Islam Farouq Isa

The article is a rhetorical literal study, where the researcher focuses on a
group of texts related to the Husayni arena. She brings forth a series of
mental images, whose mental signals she changes into audible signals,
in accordance with the pictorial nature of the arena..

After an introduction about audible images and their styles, the re-
searcher chooses to investigate the audible images of the Husayni arena
on two levels, a literary level, and a narrative level.

On the literary level, the researcher chooses a group of poetic vers-
es, unique in their audible and imaginative dimension in portraying the

PR IRKE OTIPT IR TAZ I T A .\)

episodes of al-Taff. In this regard, she mentions two types of mental

images, the first is imaginative, and the second illusive. Thereafter she
addresses the audible image that the poet conveys through imagination.

On the narrative level, she relies on a series of events recorded

i

s e i

L ]

in history — regardless of them being real or bizarre — to extract some
mental images together with some audible images of different seman-
tics. She mentions two types of mental images; the real image and the

=

L

mythological image. !‘.f';;qf kg
Throughout this study, the researcher focuses on the beauty of the ':'EF !E %5
conveyed message relying upon a group of text, whose beautiful sound '--1'_-{‘

can be heard, and eloquent images recalled.
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