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Islamic Concepts Derived from the Texts
of the Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)
—The Concept of Jihad and Martyrdom
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(An Analytical Critique)

The Scholar, Sayyid Sadr al-Deen al-Qubbanchi

'The Islamic Seminaries, Holy Najaf.
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Abstract

This article is compiled from a speech delivered at a scientific confer- A
ence on a series of religious understandings derived from the texts of _f,._ﬁ;;;-%&
the Ziyara of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH). It especially focuses on the un- {ﬁ. gy
derstanding of Jihad and Martyrdom, and their jurisprudential verdicts. '

In the beginning, the article mentions the importance of the Zi-
yara ritual in Shiite thought, describing it as a spiritual charging station
where the visitors come closer to Allah, Exalted is He. Other religious
understandings in the Ziyara texts are also shortly mentioned, such as
the universal interaction with the tragedy of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH),
the creation of the Light of the Household (PBUT) before the creation
of the world, them being the reasons for Divine Mercy, that their satis-
faction and anger is the criterion for gaining the Almighty’s satisfaction
or anger, the propagation of the teachings of the Prophets (PBUT), and
strengthening of the major Islamic notions.

The concepts of Jihad and Martyrdom are then addressed, where
it is mentioned that they are among the most important and popular
concepts emphasized in the Ziyara texts in order to instill them in the
mindset of the visitor.

After that, a series of religious concepts are also addressed, togeth-
er with the jurisprudential duty of the two concepts. Imamate is then
mentioned and the difference between the Shiite sect — which perceives
Haqq (Righteousness) as the criterion of Imamate, and the Sunni sect
which perceives having authority as the main criterion.

The article also mentions the topic of rising against the tyrant rul-
er, and the disagreements between the two sects, the Shiites and Sun-
nis, contained herein. He then mentions the duty of the nation toward
change and supporting righteousness, elaborating that these two actions g% \
are the duty of the whole nation.

At the end is mentioned the concept of the Divine promise of righ-
teousness’ victory over the wrong, citing the Ziyara texts for Imam al-
Husayn (PBUH) for these concepts.

Keywords: Ziyara, Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), Jihad, martyrdom,
Imamate, authority, supporting the right, change.
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The Personal Incentives of the Visitor of
Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)
— Kinds and Effects
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Islamic Researcher, Director of al-Khuluq
al-Adheem Institute,
'The Holy Shrine of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH).
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Abstract

The personal incentives to why the visitor of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) under-
takes a journey with hardships and difficulties to visit the Imam (PBUH) are
among the more important subjects studied in the Husayni field. The causes of
such a visit can have significant effects and outcomes, while also being a topic
that is subject to disagreement in the texts to the degree that one might think
that there are evident contradictions in these texts. In order to clarify these
misconceptions, this study focuses on four subtopics prefaced with an illustra-
tion of the number of texts encouraging the believers to visit Imam al-Husayn
(PBUH). These texts also mention several great outcomes of such a Ziyara.

The first subtopic was dedicated to the conceptual definition of the word
niyya (intention) linguistically and in the terminology of jurisprudence. The
researcher concludes that it means: willingness to act and deciding to do so.
He also finds that there is no difference between the linguistic and termino-
logical meanings of the word.

The second subtopic was about the centrality of the intention of worship-
ing. The researcher addressed the importance of the intention and its role in
deciding the significant outcomes of the worship, all in accordance with the
Holy Quran and the Prophetic tradition.

The third subtopic mentioned the kinds of intentions and the causes of the
visitor of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH). In light of the texts addressing this sub-
ject, he mentions that the motives of the visitors vary. Some are because the
visitor knows the right of the Imam (PBUH) and therefore visits him (PBUH).
Some are due to the love the visitor evolves for Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) as
he learns more about him (PBUH), while some are due to the pure passion
many have for him (PBUH). Other motives include seeking Allah, the Ex-
alted’s satisfaction. All these motives, naturally, have various levels to them.

The fourth subtopic addressed the outcomes of visiting Imam al-Husayn
(PBUH) respective for each reason. The researcher lists several outcomes

mentioned in the texts that emphasize visiting Imam al-Husayn (PBUH). He _..&% .,
concludes that the wisdom behind the difference in the outcomes resides in the

fact that the intentions are different from one another. Accordingly, there are 3
no contradictions or inconsistencies between the narrations. Thus, all doubt
or suspicion about the authenticity of the content of these narrations disperse.

Keywords: Personal incentives, visitor, kinds, outcomes, Niyya, inten-
tion, passion, Ziyara, visit.
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Abstract

This study is an article critique of the reading presented in the field of
Husayni studies, which interprets the rites — including the Ziyara — on
a mythological basis, away from the concepts established by religious
texts and teachings.

The mythological reading of Ashura is an approach from which
I seek to replicate the Christian way — with a slight difference — and
apply it to Shiite thought, in order to reach a reading, very similar, to
what Paul the Apostle theorized in the first century AD; that Christ is
the holy sacrifice, in whose body and blood resides a power to save man
from the consequences of the first sin. The similarity resides — accord-
ing to this reading — in the fact that Imam al-Husayn’s travel towards
martyrdom — willingly — is nothing but a process of redemption he car-
ried out in order to save his Shiites from the torments of the hereafter,
as such an unrestricted pardon is unimaginable unless a unique sacrifice
proportionate to the sins occurs. This is provided that the Shiites grieve
in pain, by holding mourning and lamentation ceremonies showing the
extent of their connection and unity with their redeeming Imam!

The reason why we name this reading a mythology is that the Sal-
vation belief — before it found its ways to the Christian teachings — was
an ancient mythological pagan tale. Investigating the texts concerned
with the history of religions leads us to the conclusion that the Salvation

belief has its roots in ancient paganism.

Accordingly, this study seeks to evaluate and critique the mytho- ‘@3
logical reading to reveal the pivot of all Husayni rites, especially the a‘_

Ziyara rites, and what it contains of concepts and manifestations which
are in themselves characteristics of the Shiite personality.
Keywords: Husayni Rites, Ziyara Mythological Reading, Theory of

Salvation, Orientalism.
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Abstract

This article represents an analytical study of the narrator chains of the
text of the Ziyara of al-Nahiya al-Muqaddasa. In part one of this study,
we mentioned that this Ziyara is ascribed to al-Nahiyya al-Mugaddasa
(Holy Area) in three Ziyara-texts. Part one addressed the first, whereas
part two will address the two remaining Ziyara-texts. At the beginning
of this article, we mention some excerpts from the second Ziyara, pre-
senting four sources of these words, focusing on the book of Ibn al-
Mashhadi, and Kitab al-Mazar al-Kabir. In this regard, we confirm the
Rijali-rule and adaption stating the authenticity of the narrators and the
reliability of the narrations in al-Mashhadi’s book.

We then addressed some misconceptions about this Ziyara, men-
tioning seven misconceptions, that we analyze and criticize. We illus-
trate that this Ziyara is at a high level in terms of content and rhetorical
meanings, making it in class with the more established Ziyaras.

After that, we analyze the third Ziyara-text, mentioning some ex-
cerpts as a sample. We also present, that neither Sayyid Ibn Tawoos,
Sayyid al-Murtadha, Allama al-Majlesi, nor al-Muhaddith al-Nuri as-
cribed this text to one of the Infallibles (PBUT). Rather, that which has
been ascribed to the Imam (PBUH) is the first two texts. We also stress
that some possibilities make it difficult to ascribe the third Ziyara to the
Imam (PBUH), although these possibilities themselves aren’t very reli-
able as the incapability to prove that the Ziyara comes from the Imam
(PBUH) is not tantamount to that the Ziyara does not come from Imam
(PBUH).

Keywords: Ziyara, Ziyara al-Nahiyya al-Mugaddasa (Holy Area), '_ i

Narrator Chain Authenticity, Sources of Ziyara, Narrator Chain, Gen-
eral Authentication, Eloquence of the Ziyara.
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Abstract
This part consisted of other writings by a group of researchers. These are:

Firstly: Professor Werner Ende, who wrote about Ziyara in the Ara-
bic lands from the year 1800 AC till the present day. He mentions that
visiting the graves of the saints and other holy places in the 19th and
20th century is still a common trait of popular religious life in Egypt,
Syria, Iraq, and the Arabic Peninsula. This is despite the fact that these
holy places suffered from destruction in some places, were neglected or
robbed, or were affected by surrounding urban projects.

Secondly: Professor Nelly Van Door-Harder, who talked about the
Copts in Egypt, and mentioned that there are Orthodox Coptic histori-
cal sites in Egypt. Such as the places the Jesus family passed on their
journey to Egypt and the sites of the Martyrs and Saints, such as Mari
Girgis, Abu Sayfayn, Sitt Dimyana, and Lady Mary etc. He also ad-
dresses the factors that led to the decrease in Muslim visitors to these
sites, after a time when these sites appealed to Christians and Muslims
alike.

Thirdly: The writer, Houari Touati, who reports about the Ziyara in
the Maghreb (Northwest Africa). In this regard, he also mentions some
saints whom pilgrims visit and offer gifts and money. These saints are
said to have healing powers in form of their baraka and some even
practice miracles according to the popular belief in the Maghreb in the
14th century AC.

The writer also mentions that the Ziyara began challenging other
types of religious travel such as Hajj, Murabada, and other forms, and
still does so in some areas.

Naturally, Ziyara had two dimensions, an individual and a collec-

tive one. It encourages the individuals to gather in groups and engage ‘@
in the pilgrimage collectively. The writer mentions these two dimen- *@

sions in detail, while also addressing the scholars and jurists who have
a supporting or disapproving stance on the Ziyara phenomenon in the
Maghreb.

Keywords: Ziyara, the Encyclopaedia of Islam, Ziyara in the Arab
Countries, Ziyara in Egypt, Ziyara in the Maghreb.
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Abstract

This study aims to scrutiny the alternatives made for those incapable
of visiting the grave of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) in person. It dives
into the narrations categorized under the narration, “How should those
whose homes are remote and are at distance visit him (PBUH)?” which
does mention some alternatives. This depicts the Household’s concern
with the great ritual of Ziyara (visitation) and the accentuation of gain-
ing its benefits. Thus, this study is an attempt to explore the base, op-
tions, and religious indications of this substitution.

The study consists of two main parts, the first is a conceptual part
defining the meaning of Ziyara (visitation) linguistically and termi-
nologically, while the second part deals with proving the alternatives
based on the holy narrations and the verdicts of the Jurists.

The second part addresses the division of these alternatives into
parallel and non-parallel alternatives and the objective of each of these.
The parallel alternative achieves the customary concept of Ziyara, even
though the grave of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) is not visited or that the
visitor is someone else who is visiting on behalf of others. The non-
parallel alternatives include conducting some actions outside the cus-
tomary concept of Ziyara. The evidence from the narration has regarded
these alternative conducts as if someone truly visited the grave of Imam
al-Husayn (PBUH).

The researcher bases his conclusion on narrations from the House-
hold (PBUT) and the words of the scholars. e

Keywords :Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), Alternatives, Incapability of
Performing Ziyara, Ziyara from a Close Distance, Narrations, Home is k

Remote, At a Distance.
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Supplications in the Ziyara of Ashura
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Abstract

In stylistic studies, sounds (phonostylistics) are among the more im-
portant fields which enjoyed great attention to illustrate the interaction
of the sounds with their meanings, and the extent of the harmony and
compatibility of the compositions making their utterance consistent.
Phonostylistics, when applied, are notable in their smoothness and bal-
ance, and this is evident in the text that we wish to examine.

In part one of the study, we mentioned that it was a study of the
stylistic performance of the vocal level in the supplications found in
the Ziyara of Ashura, both the famous and the lesser-known one. In this
part of the study, we present the application of phonostylistics of these
texts by addressing three factors: Paronomasia, Assonance, and Repeti-
tion.

He then divides the study into three subtopics, in the first he ad-
dresses paronomasia in both its types (complete, and non-complete),
following its occurrence in the supplication in the Ziyara of Ashura.

In the second subtopic, he mentions assonance in its three types,
mentioning that they were all used in the supplication of the Ziyara.

In the third subtopic, he discusses the occurring repetition of sounds,
words, and phrases. He ends his study with a conclusion containing the
most important results reached.

Keywords: Supplication, Ziyara, the Ziyara of Ashura, the Lesser-
Known Ziyara of Ashura, Phonostylistics, Paronomasia, Assonance,
Repetition.
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Abstract

The Household (PBUT) emphasized reviving the Uprising of Imam al-Hu-
sayn (PBUH) and they encouraged people to do so through a series of rites,
activities, and commitments. Among which is reviving the Event of Ashura
every year at Muharram by showing sadness and grief, and reducing the intake
of delicious food in the first ten days of the month. As well as emphasizing
the revival of the commemoration ceremonies in which the event of Karbala
and what happened to the family of the Messenger of Allah (PBUH&HF) are
recalled. In addition to how the Household (PBUT) used to welcome, treat,
and gift the poets who wrote and recited poems about the event.

Interacting, both physically and spiritually, with the grave of the Infallible
(PBUH) and approaching it, has a great impact on the spirit and in strengthen-
ing the belief. Narrations have even asserted visiting Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)
at all times and on some specified dates as well. Each of these visits has its
benefit and reward.

The numerous narrations from the Household (PBUT) have also accen-
tuated these deeds in different terms. Among these deeds is prostrating on a
Turbah of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) due to its symbolic value, as such soil has
been subject to both divine and prophetic care, as it has been narrated that the
Messenger (PBUH&HF) used to kiss and smell the scent of that soil.

This article mentions the first of the Imams (PBUH) who used that soil
for prostrating, and also the Imam (PBUH) who encouraged his companions
to do so, spreading its benefit and rewards. The article also mentions the Imam
(PBUH) who would spread that soil on the ground for prostration during
prayer, as well as the other Imams (PBUT). Prostrating on the Turbah became
close to a ceremonial act resembling the obligatory daily prayers due to this
care ascribed by the Imams (PBUT). This care spread between the Alawites
and Hashemites, and as a result, it became very popular among the general
people.

The philosophy of accentuating prostrating on a Husayni Turbah becomes
clear when one contemplates the lessons and sacrifices of Imam al-Husayn *

(PBUH). The Master of the Martyrs portrayed the greatest lesson when sacri-
ficing his sons, brothers, household, and friends while leaving the women and
girls from his family surrounded by the enemy and fire.

Keywords: Prostrating, Symbolic Dimension, Husayni Turbah.
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The Portrait of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)
in the Arabic Novel
— Naguib Mahfouz and Gamal al-Ghitani’s Trilogies

of Novels as a Sample
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Abstract

The research began with observing the trilogy of novels of both Naguib
Mahfouz (The Cairo Trilogy: Palace Walk, Palace of Desire, Sugar
Street) and Gamal al-Ghitani (al-Tajalliyat), then extracting the texts
related to Imam al-Husayn’s persona. The research focused on the ex-
tent to which these texts correspond to that which has been established
in the Arab mentality and heritage around this symbolic character.

The features and unique characteristics of Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)
attracted a large scale of Arab literati, who employed these traits in
their literature. Thus, we find that the literati are inspired by the values,
principles, and humanitarian, spiritual, and resistant stances of Imam
al-Husayn (PBUH) as one of the great Islamic characters and symbols.
And also due to the calamity logged in the history books and records
which have been recorded for 14 centuries.

The research addresses the texts from The Cairo Trilogy in which
the novelist, Naguib Mahfouz mentions Imam al-Husayn (PBUH)
through the protagonists in his three novels.

It is worth mentioning that Mahfouz only mentions Imam al-Hu-
sayn (PBUH) by his name without presenting the religious, societal, or
symbolic weight of this persona.

The novelist, Gamal al-Ghitani, on the other hand, goes further fol-
lowing in the footsteps of the Islamic Shiite heritage that does not re-
gard Imam al-Husayn (PBUH) as merely the grandson of the Prophet
(PBUH&HEF), or as a mujahed and martyr for the sake of reformation.
Rather, as someone who enjoys sanctity and an elevated position with
Allah, making him an illuminating celestial being that transcends be-
yond the borders of the World of the Unseen and the material reality,
free from the limitations of time and space. _

In the end, the writer briefly presents the most important results of X
this study.

Keywords: Portrait, Imam al-Husayn (PBUH), Arabic Novel, Na-
guib Mahfouz, Gamal al-Ghitani, The Cairo Trilogy, Palace Walk, Pal-
ace of Desire, Sugar Street, al-Tajalliyat.
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