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One of the encounters that stayed with
me from Karbala was meeting Sheikh
Abdul-Mahdi al-Karbala’i, the represent-
ative of Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani in
Karbala and the custodian of the Imam
.Hussein Shrine

I was standing inside the shrine of
Imam Hussein, one of the holiest places
of Shi’a Islam. I was there as a Christian,
and that difference did not create dis-
.tance

What | experienced was warmth: a
friendly smile, words about dialogue
and human dignity, and an openness
toward people from very different back-
grounds. The conversation also touched
on what Imam Hussein represents: dig-
nity, standing against injustice and re-
.sponsibility for others

One request in particular stayed with
me: «Tell people at home what you have
“experienced here

I think this request matters. Iraq should
not be romanticised, and religious dif-
ferences should not be blurred. But nei-
ther should this country, or Shi’a Islam,
be reduced to the images of conflict and
politics through which they are so often
.viewed from abroad

Encounters like this are part of the re-

.ality too. And they deserve to be told
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