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The Analysis of the Problem of Infinite Regress in the Principles of Voluntary
Action: A Critical Philosophical Study

Mohammad Ali Ismaili

Assistant Professor of Islamic Philosophy, Al-Mustafa International University, Afghanistan.
E-mail: mohamad_esmaceili@miu.ac.ir
DOTI: https://doi.org/10.64704/aldaleel.2026093301

Abstract

This study examines the problem of infinite regress in the principles of voluntary action. Classical
interpretations that define voluntary actions as being preceded by will lead either to an impossible
regress or to the negation of choice altogether. The study adopts a critical-analytical method to
review traditional models, particularly those raised in the philosophy of Mirdamad and the school of
Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikma al-Muta'aliya), tracing the roots of the problem to the absence
of a distinction between "the graded levels of the human soul's agency". The originality and novelty of
this study lie in the following: First, it criticizes and moves beyond reductionist approaches that confine
the debate to "will" alone, affirming that the problem extends to all principles of voluntary action—
thus rendering partial solutions incapable of grasping the full scope of the issue. Second, it offers an
ontological treatment through "the graded agency of the human soul", replacing the model of sequential
generation with a philosophical framework that treats voluntary actions as graded manifestations and
effects revealing the multiple levels of the soul's agency. Third, the study reconstructs traditional
solutions and classifies them according to this coherent vision, thereby moving beyond certain
conventional solutions in Yamani Philosophy (al-Hikma al-Yamaniya) and certain verbal disputes
in Transcendent Philosophy, and establishing a consistent epistemological criterion for addressing
the problem of regress. Fourth, it re-reads certain traditional solutions, placing them in their proper
context and linking them back to the chosen solution. The study concludes that the root of the problem
lies in treating the actions embedded within these principles as "intentional acts" that require prior
cognitive and propensive mediations of the same kind, thereby generating an infinite regress. The true
criterion of voluntary action, however, is that it proceeds from the agent through effective knowledge
and consent; it does not require the prior existence of volitional principles. Accordingly, the study
rejects the assumption that such a chain of principles is necessary, establishing instead that choice is a

fundamental ontological reality, rather than the result of an accumulated sequence of actions of willing.

Keywords: Free will, the problem of regress in will, principles of voluntary action, agency by
intention, the soul's agency through consent.
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Abstract

The identity theory is one of the most prominent materialist positions in the philosophy of
mind. It holds that mental states are nothing other than brain and neural states, and that what we
ordinarily describe as mental states can ultimately be reduced to physical processes occurring
in the brain. In defending this reductive account, the theory appeals both to the principle of
Occam's razor and to the achievements of the empirical sciences, particularly neuroscience.
The identity theory, however, has faced a number of serious objections and challenges. Some
Western philosophers and researchers have advanced the concept of multiple realizability as a
fundamental challenge to the claim that mental states are identical with particular brain states.
David Chalmers, meanwhile, has mounted an influential critique of reductionism by drawing
attention to the problem of qualia, or phenomenal experience, and the broader problem of
consciousness. He formulated what has come to be known as the "hard problem of consciousness,"
which centers on a fundamental question: how can the physical and neural processes occurring
in the brain give rise to conscious experience with its subjective character? Chalmers argues
that however precise physical explanations may become, they cannot by themselves account for
the nature of conscious experience and subjective awareness, nor adequately explain why such
experiences exist or how they arise. Avicenna, for his part, advanced a number of arguments
against identifying the human soul with the brain. These arguments draw, among other things,
on the intentionality of mental states and on his conception of the soul as a unifying principle
that connects and integrates the various faculties. Employing a rational-analytical method, this
article examines and analyzes the arguments of David Chalmers and Avicenna in the context of
the critique of identity theory, while also highlighting the points of convergence and divergence
between their respective approaches.
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Innate Knowledge of God: A Study ofIts Theoretical Foundations, Obstructing
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Abstract

This study begins with a central question: if knowledge of God is innate and deeply rooted in
human nature, why is this innate disposition obscured in so many people to the point of outright
denial? The study seeks first to clarify the theoretical foundations and principles underlying the
claim that knowledge of God is innate, examining its ontological, epistemological, anthropo—
logical, axiological, and methodological dimensions. It then analyzes the factors that obstruct
this innate disposition and impede its realization in conscious life. The study adopts a com-
parative, analytical, and critical methodology that combines textual and philosophical analysis
with insights from contemporary epistemology and the psychology of religion. It concludes
that innate knowledge of God rests on well-grounded foundations that make it an authentic
and enduring feature of human nature. It is not completely extinguished; rather, it is obscured
by a complex range of factors, most notably the distortion of religious concepts, ignorance and
inadequate knowledge, following one's passions and becoming absorbed in desires, arrogance
and pride, and the epistemological restriction of knowledge to the empirical method. The study
further proposes analytical means of how this obscured innate nature may be awakened. It brings
together a cognitive approach—correcting misconceptions and addressing intellectual doubts—
with psychological and ethical formation, including self-purification, resisting the passions,
and cultivating modesty. Awakening, in this understanding, does not mean producing a new
form of knowledge from nothing; it means removing the veils that prevent an already-rooted
disposition from coming to awareness. In this way, the study offers an approach to doubt and
atheism that goes beyond abstract rational debate by identifying the cognitive, psychological,
and behavioral factors that obscure the fitra and prevent it from becoming effective, while also
identifying possible pathways for its reawakening.

Keywords: Fitra (Innate Nature), innate knowledge of God, veiling of the fitra, contemporary
atheism, epistemology.
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Abstract

This study investigates the ontological foundations upon which philosophical knowledge of
God is constructed, with particular emphasis on the constitutive role of ontology in Islamic
philosophical theology. It focuses especially on realism and causality as fundamental principles
for demonstrating the existence of God and for making sense of the ontological relationship
between the Creator and creation. The study proceeds from the premise that an important part
of the disagreement between theological and philosophical schools, as well as between Islamic
and Western approaches to theology, stems from differences in their underlying ontological
frameworks rather than from differences in their arguments and conclusions alone. It there—
fore seeks to clarify how philosophical conceptions of God, His attributes, and His actions are
connected to prior ontological principles, and to show how differing interpretations of realism,
causality, and the basis of the contingent's dependence on a cause give rise to divergent models
of the relationship between God and the world. The study employs a comparative analytical
method, examining fundamental ontological concepts, tracing their development within the
Islamic theological and philosophical traditions, and comparing them with selected Western
philosophical and theological approaches on the basis of relevant primary sources. It concludes
that philosophical theology rests upon a system of ontological principles that provides the
foundation for establishing God's existence and explaining His attributes and actions. It further
argues that differing interpretations of realism and of the basis of causal dependence lead to
fundamental differences in the way the world's relationship to God is understood. Finally, the
study suggests that some of the major difficulties encountered in Western theology are rooted
less in the findings of empirical science than in unsubstantiated metaphysical premises, and that
the ontological framework developed in Islamic philosophy offers a more coherent and deeper
approach for understanding the God-world relationship.
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Abstract

It seeks to deconstruct the claim of scientism that knowledge is confined exclusively to the
empirical method, highlighting the tensions this position creates within its own internal
consistency. For the assertion that science is the sole source of truth is itself a philosophical claim,
not a scientific proposition subject to empirical verification. The article adopts an analytical
approach and an epistemological critique to examine the limitations of empirical science and the
capacities of the human mind, as well as the limitations of reductionist materialism in providing
a comprehensive ontological framework for explaining human existence and metaphysical
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that a methodological distinction must be drawn between science as a limited means of acquiring
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The Human Being and the Law of Attraction:
Between Lordship and Servitude
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Abstract

The Law of Attraction, described here as one of the laws of the unconscious mind, is presented
as a means of enabling human beings to access their own inherent capacities to independently
bring about whatever they desire and intend. Such a conception may pose a serious threat to
the intellectual foundations of human thought, particularly when human powers are regarded as
self-sufficient and independent of any external assistance—namely, the power of the Creator.
Taken to its logical conclusion, this claim may elevate the human being, a created and inher—
ently dependent being, to a position of lordship, attributing to him the independent power to
govern and alter the universe in opposition to its true Creator. Advocates of the Law of Attrac—
tion have sought to portray human beings as inherently capable of changing everything in their
lives and bringing anything into existence through mere intention and purpose, or of attracting
whatever they desire. On this view, the human being functions like a magnet, drawing toward
himself whatever corresponds to his requests: "like attracts like"-good attracts good, and evil
attracts evil. This study examines the Law of Attraction descriptively and analytically and ar—
gues that seeking to realize everything one desires through independent self—sufficient power
is incompatible with the principles of monotheism and sound reason. Human beings do not
possess an autonomous power to bring such things into existence independently. If, however,
their realization is understood as occurring with divine permission and in a subordinate relation
to the Creator's power, then such an account is possible and cannot be rejected; rather, it is fully
consistent with the teachings of true religion and the principle of monotheism.

Keywords: Law of Attraction, lordship, servitude, subconscious mind, unconscious mind,

consciousness.
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Plato's Philosophical Vision and Its Influence on the
Framework of (Moral) Nurturing

Jameel halil Ni'ma Al-Mualla

Professor of Philosophy and Political Thought, University of Kufa, Iraq.
E-mail: drjameel168@gmail.com

DOTI: https://doi.org/10.64704/aldaleel.2026093307

Abstract

Nurturing (al-tarbiyah) has become an increasingly important concern in the modern world because of
its lasting influence on the formation of the generation that will shape the nation's future and its ability
to face the challenges ahead. From this starting point, this study traces the historical and intellectual
roots of nurturing in Greek speculative thought and explores the influence those roots have continued
to exert, taking into account the different readings that have emerged across times and places. At the
heart of the study is Plato's conception of nurturing and the ways in which it continued to develop be—
yond him. Plato occupies a distinctive place in the history of nurturing because he helped bring it out
of a transcendent, mythological setting and into a distinctly human sphere, giving it a rational foun-
dation within a particular ethical and political order. The study presents this early ideal model as one
that would later become a point of reference for many intellectual traditions, from the medieval period
through modernity and into the contemporary world. As the idea travelled across different intellectual
landscapes, it gave rise to varied interpretations grounded in religious, rational, and secular traditions.
The study's broader aim, therefore, is to trace the idea through its diversity, its wide-ranging influence,
and its early place in the history of thought. To explore the problem and address its central question,
the researcher draws on several complementary approaches. Comparative analysis is used to illuminate
the philosophical concepts involved, while analytic approach is used to examines key philosophical
texts by Plato and Aristotle. The study also brings Greek philosophy into dialogue with contemporary
thought, focusing on the ideas and elements they share. The study's examination of the foundations of
Plato's philosophy of nurturing shows that he placed nurturing among the responsibilities of the city,
regarding it as both a social duty and a fundamental means of bringing the virtuous city into being.
Other philosophers, by comparison, assigned nurturing primarily to domestic politics and did not set
out a clearly defined program of nurturing and education. In the Republic, Plato explores how a city
can be constituted politically and socially through the establishment of justice in the individual, socie—
ty, and the state. His political thought is distinguished by a demonstrative and systematic approach: he
sought to move politics beyond dialectical contention, sophistry, and rhetoric. The same tendency runs
through much of his philosophical work as a whole.

Keywords: Plato, (moral) nurturing, philosophy, nurturing system, society.
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