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Sources of Imamate in the Intellectual Heritage of the
Hilla Theological School and Its Trends

(from the Mid-Sixth to the Ninth Century AH)
Asst. Lect. Iyad Sari
Faculty of Shia Studies
University of Religions and Denominations, Qom
alsari.ayad@gmail.com

Abstract

The Hilla theological school is regarded as one of the most promi-
nent centers of Imami theological thought. Extending over three con-
secutive centuries, it attracted scholars who sought to benefit from its
Study circles, hosted numerous theologians, and witnessed the emer-
gence of various intellectual currents. This school produced a remark-
able and extensive scholarly legacy.

In this study, employing a descriptive methodology, I outline the pri-
mary sources on the doctrine of Imamate and the intellectual orienta-
tions adopted by the authors of this renowned school in their works. [
identify thirty-one theologians belonging to the Hilla school who au-
thored more than one hundred treatises.

The diversity of methodologies and styles reflected in their writings
demonstrates the richness of theological thought in the Hilla school,
which successfully integrated rational and textual approaches, as well
as philosophical and mystical tendencies, while remaining committed
to the foundational principles of Imami theology.

Keywords:

Imamate; Sources of Imamate,; Hilla Theological School; History of

Kalam.
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Supplication: Its Etiquettes and Conditions Accord-
ing to Allama al-Hilli (d. 726 AH) in His Work (inhaj

al-Salah fi Ikhtisar al-Misbah)
Prof. Haidar Abdul-Hussein Zwayn
University of Kufa — College of Arts
saba.h@uokerbala.edu.iq

Abstract

The significance of supplication (du‘a) in the life of a Muslim lies
in its being a noble act of worship through which one attains reward,
draws closer to the Lord, and witnesses the opening of closed doors.
Supplication fulfills a believer's hopes, wards off calamities and poten-
tial harm, repels divine decree, and removes the wrath of God. Indeed,
God Almighty loves to hear the voice of His servant as he earnestly
calls upon Him. Supplication brings tranquility to the heart, dispels
grief, and is counted among the most essential steps toward reliance
(tawakkul) on God; for when a believer supplicates to his Lord, he man-
ifests his trust in Him, and the doors of goodness are opened before him.
Thus, du ‘a holds a lofty status both in this world and the hereafter.

In this study, we examine the importance of supplication according
to the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) and its virtues, etiquettes, and
conditions as presented by Allama al-Hilli in his work Minhaj al-Salah.
Keywords:

Supplication; Ahl al-Bayt, Salah; Allama al-Hilli; Minhaj al-Salah.
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The Writings of Hilla Scholars on al-Mukhtar al-

Thaqafi Up to the Ninth Century AH
Abbas Mirzaei
Faculty of Theology and Religions
Shahid Beheshti University — Tehran
Translated by: Yazan Kamel Ali
a_mirzaei@sbu.ac.ir

Abstract

This study focuses on the body of literature produced on al-Mukhtar
al-Thaqafi from the second century AH up to the end of the ninth cen-
tury AH, marking the decline of the Hilla scholarly school. Throughout
this period, we can trace the emergence of thirteen works of varying
orientations authored by twelve Imami scholars. The central question
addressed here is: How far did the scholarly writing on al-Mukhtar
progress across Shi ‘i history up to the decline of the Hilla school?

It appears that early Shi‘i interest in this subject—particularly in
Kufa during the second century AH—was predominantly historical,
which motivated early Shi‘i historians to document his life and move-
ment. However, beginning with the intellectual schools of Qom and
Baghdad (4th—5th centuries AH) and continuing especially in the Hilla
school (7th—8th centuries AH), scholars increasingly approached the
topic from a theological perspective, combining both transmitted and
rational methods.

Through an examination of biographical dictionaries and biblio-
graphical sources, we conclude that the study of al-Mukhtar eventually
assumed a doctrinal character within Shi ‘i thought. This shift necessi-
tated defending al-Mukhtar and clarifying the doubts and accusations
raised against him.

Keywords:

History of Shi‘i Thought, Bibliographical and Biographical Sourc-
es; Hilla School; al-Mukhtar al-Thaqafi.
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The Historical Background and Scholarly Record
of the Sahib al-Zaman School in al-Hilla

Asst. Lect. Shari‘at Aghajari
University of Qom
saba.h@uokerbala.edu.iq

Abstract

One of the notable schools and scholarly centers that existed in the
city of al-Hilla is the Sahib al-Zaman School, whose establishment
dates back to before the year 636 AH. Over the course of its history, it
was known by several different names.

This school served as a center for teaching Islamic sciences, train-
ing jurists and intellectuals, responding to false accusations leveled
by the opponents of Shi‘ism, producing significant scholarly works by
Imami thinkers, and copying important manuscripts authored by Shi ‘i
scholars.

The present study aims to introduce this important Shi ‘i intellectual
center in al-Hilla and to survey its scholarly contributions.

Keywords:

Al-Hilla; Sahib al-Zaman School; al-Zaynabiyya School; Magam
Sahib al-Zaman.
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The Influence of Al-Bajali on the Commentators of
the Poem “Banat Suad” Regarding the Verse of Ka-
bab bin Zahir: “Haifa muqbilatan”

Asst. Prof. D. Salah Hasan Hashim
General Directorate of Education in Babylon
Javad_jafarvan@miu.ac.ir

Abstract

The poems of early poets in the pre-Islamic and early Islamic pe-
riods received significant attention from linguists. The Muallaqat, for
example, were the subject of extensive commentaries across different
centuries, focusing on their vocabulary, rare expressions, grammar,
and morphology. The same applies to the poem Banat Suad by Kabab
bin Zahir. Just as the transmitted versions of the Muallaqat differ in the
number of their verses, they also differ in the transmission of certain
words. This variation is also present in Banat Suad. Among the verses
whose authenticity fluctuated within the poem is Kabab's line:

Haifa, graceful when she approaches, radiant when she turns away;

Neither her shortness nor her height gives cause for complaint

1 traced this verse across its primary sources and found that its in-
terpretation was presented in a particularly distinguished manner by
Ahmad bin Muhammad bin al-Haddad al-Bajali (d. 750 AH). I also
found that several later commentators closely resembled Al-Bajali's ex-
planation. This motivated me to examine the impact of his commentary
on subsequent interpretations. The results show that his influence was
substantial: some later scholars transmitted his explanation entirely,
while others adopted parts of it or benefited from his vocabulary, ex-
pressions, and conceptual approach.

Keywords:

Banat Suad, Kabab bin Zahir, Bajali, Ibn Hisham
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Ahl al-Bayt in the Poetry of Rajab al-Bursi al-Hilli:

A Study in Light of Qur’anic Intertextuality
Prof. Dr. Dhafer Abis Enad AlJiyashi
College of Basic Education — AlMuthanna University

Dhafeer.alrubeaai@mu.edu.iq
Absiract

Rajab al-Bursi al-Hilli drew inspiration for his creative texts from
the language of the Holy Qur’an, its verses, and their meanings. He in-
corporated these elements into the structure of his poetic texts, enrich-
ing them semantically and giving rise to a highly concentrated poetic
vision characterized by profound suggestive meanings. A close reading
of his poetry reveals that intertextual references to the verses of the
Holy Qur’an occupy a significant place in his poetic collection. Indeed,
hardly any poem dedicated to Ahl al-Bayt is devoid of an intertextual
relationship with the Qur anic text.

Keywords:

Ahl al-Bayt; Rajab al-Bursi al-Hilli; Intertextuality, The Holy

Qur’an.
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References of Allama Al-Hilli to His Lost Works
Sheikh Abdul Halim Awad Al-Hilli

Holy Mashhad
abdalhallim1961@gmail.com
Abstract

Allama Al-Hilli (d. 726 AH) played a significant role in the flourish-
ing of the scholarly movement in the Islamic world and its dissemi-
nation. It is hard to imagine a student of Islamic sciences who would
Study without encountering his writings, classifications, and insights
in jurisprudence, theology, biographical evaluation, and other fields.
Many of his manuscripts have survived, while a considerable portion of
his scholarly heritage has been lost, similar to the broader loss of our
scholars’scientific legacy due to the oppression of tyrants and injustice
of the unjust.

This study presents what is known to us of Allama Al-Hilli's lost heri-
tage. We have classified it into three categories:

1.Books that he cited in some of his works and referred to, number-
ing seven.

2. His works whose manuscripts have reached us but are incomplete,
numbering four.

3. Works reliably attributed to him for which we have not found any
citations, totaling thirty-eight titles.

Keywords:
Allama Al-Hilli; Lost Heritage, Incomplete Manuscripts.
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Two Letters to Ibn Taymiyya al-Harrani
Jalal al-Din Abdullah bin Ismail bin Mahasin al-Asadi
al-Baghdadi

Known as: Ibn al-Mimmar al-Baghdadi al-Hilli (d. 742 AH)
Edited by: Saeed Shayan
Qom University
Saeed.shayan144@yahoo.com

Abstract

In the eighth century AH, a significant turmoil emerged in the Islam-
ic world due to a Hanbali scholar known as Ibn Taymiyya al-Harrani.
He opposed the scholars of the Islamic schools of thought and began
declaring them infidels, which ultimately led to his repeated imprison-
ment. While he was imprisoned in the city of Alexandria, a well-known
Sufi scholar, Ibn al-Mimmar al-Baghdadi, arrived and was informed
about the events between the scholars of that city and Ibn Taymiyya.
Upon learning the truth of the matter, Ibn al-Mimmar sent a letter to
Ibn Taymiyya advising him to cease his controversial statements re-
garding the excommunication of the Muslim community.

When Ibn Taymiyya read the letter, he insulted its author and dis-
claimed responsibility for its contents. In response, Ibn al-Mimmar
wrote a second letter, expressing concern for Ibn Taymiyya s condition
and offering him advice in more refined literary expressions.

This study presents a critical edition of the texts of the two letters,
along with introductory notes on Ibn al-Mimmar and his scholarly
background.

Keywords:

Ibn Taymiyya; Ibn al-Mimmar; Sufism; Kashkul on Events Affecting
the Family of the Prophet.
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Publication Policy

(1) Al-Muhagqiq is a peer-reviewed journal issued three
times a year by the Allama Al-Hilli Center affiliated with
the Holy Shrine of Imam Hussein. The journal welcomes re-
search papers and studies from inside and outside Iraq in the
following areas:

* Quran and Its Sciences (exegesis and exegetes, Quranic
sciences, Quranic readings)

* Jurisprudence and Its Principles (comparative juris-
prudence, inferential jurisprudence, principles of jurispru-
dence)

* Hadith and ‘Ilm al-Rijal (biographical evaluation, Ha-
dith of the Infallibles)

* Rational Sciences (logic, theology, philosophy)

* Arabic Linguistic Studies (phonology and morphology,
syntax, semantics, literary and rhetorical studies)

* Historical Studies (biographies, events and occurrenc-
es)

* Ethics and Mysticism (ethics, Sufism, ‘Irfan)

* General Knowledge (pure knowledge, human sciences)

* Text Editing (Tahaqiq) (edited texts, collected texts)

* Bibliography and Indexes

(2) Submitted research must adhere to recognized inter-
national academic publishing standards and methodology.

(3) The submitted manuscript must not have been pub-

lished previously, accepted for publication, or submitted to
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another journal. The author must sign a declaration con-
firming this.

(4) The journal does not publish translated studies unless
official written permission from the original author and pub-
lishing body is provided.

(5) The author bears full responsibility for the content
of the submitted paper. The views expressed in articles rep-
resent only their authors and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the journal.

(6) The arrangement of published papers follows techni-
cal considerations relating to the identity and thematic pri-
orities of the journal.

(7) The journal notifies the author of receiving the manu-
script within a maximum of ten days from the date of submis-
sion.

(8) The journal informs the author of acceptance or rejec-
tion within two months from the date of receiving the manu-
script.

(9) Rejected manuscripts are not returned to their authors.

(10) Authors must carry out the required revisions based
on the editorial boards or reviewers’ reports and resubmit
the revised version within one week.

(11) All submitted papers undergo academic peer review

by specialists, as well as plagiarism checks.
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(12) Copyrights of publication, printing, and both elec-
tronic and hard-copy distribution are transferred to the jour-
nal under a formal agreement signed by the author. No party
may republish or translate the article without written per-
mission from the author and the Editor-in-Chief.

(13) The author may not withdraw a paper after its ac-
ceptance for publication; however, withdrawal before ac-
ceptance is allowed only with the explicit approval of the
Editor-in-Chief.

(14) Authors must disclose any financial or other support
received during the preparation of the study.

(15) Authors must notify the Editor-in-Chief if they dis-
cover any major error or inaccuracy in their research and

must contribute to correcting it.
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Sources of Imamate in the Intellectual Heritage of the Hilla Theological
School and Its Trends (from the Mid-Sixth to the Ninth Century AH)

Asst. Lect. Iyad Sari Faculty of Shia Studies University of Religions and Denominations,

Supplication: Its Etiquettes and Conditions According to Allama al-Hilli
(d. 726 AH) in His Work (inhaj al-Salah fi Ikhtisar al-Misbah)

Prof. Haidar Abdul-Hussein Zwayn University of Kufa — College of Arts...................... 71
The Writings of Hilla Scholars on al-Mukhtar al-Thaqafi Up to the Ninth
Century AH

Abbas Mirzaei Faculty of Theology and Religions Shahid Beheshti University —
Tehran Translated by: Yazan Kamel Ali...............cccc.cccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiice e 99

The Historical Background and Scholarly Record of the Sahib al-Zaman
School in al-Hilla

Asst. Lect. Shari‘at Aghajari University Of QOM..........c.ccceoveieveneieniieaiaeaeeeeees 119

The Influence of Al-Bajali on the Commentators of the Poem
“Banat Suad” Regarding the Verse of Kabab bin Zahir: “Haifa

mugbilatan’

Asst Prof. D. Salah Hasan Hashim General Directorate of Educationin Babylon........... 141
Ahl al-Bayt in the Poetry of Rajab al-Bursi al-Hilli
Prof. Dr. Dhafer Abis Enad Al-Jiyashi/ College of Basic Education — Al-Muthanna

URIVEFSIEY. ... 173
References of Allama Al-Hilli to His Lost Works
Sheikh Abdul Halim Awad Al-HilliHoly Mashhad....................c.cccccccovviiiiiinniiii. 217

Two Letters to Ibn Taymiyya al-Harrani Jalal al-Din Abdullah
Edited by: Saeed ShAYaN..................coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 257



(11) Keywords (maximum five) must be in Times New Ro-
man, size 11 Italic, justified.

(12) Affiliations must appear in the following order with-
out abbreviations:

(Department, College, University, City, Country), along
with an email address.

(13) The abstract must avoid abbreviations and citations.

(14) Author names must not appear anywhere in the man-
uscript body.

(15) Footnotes must follow recognized academic citation
Standards, including source title, volume number, and page
number, numbered sequentially and placed at the end of the
study (except in edited texts).

(16) Manuscripts must adhere to academic writing stan-
dards in structure, sections, footnotes, and references. Im-
ages of manuscripts (for edited texts) must be placed appro-
priately within the text.

(17) References must be listed at the end of the paper ac-
cording to the Harvard Reference Style.

(18) All studies consulted, whether cited in the text, tables,
or images, must appear in the reference list.

(19) Authors must answer the following question:

Was this research conducted under any personal, profes-
sional, or financial relationships that may be interpreted as
a conflict of interest?
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Authors’ Guidelines

(1) The journal accepts research papers and studies that fall
within its thematic areas outlined in the publication policy.

(2) Submitted manuscripts must be original and unpub-
lished in any journal or other medium.

(3) Authors must agree to grant the journal exclusive
rights of publication, paper and digital distribution, ar-
chiving, and reuse.

(4) The manuscript must not exceed 40 pages.

(5) Manuscripts should be submitted to the journal via its
official emails:

alalama.alhilli@yahoo.com

mal.muhaqeq@yahoo.com

(6) Manuscripts must be prepared using Word or LaTeX,
on A4 size paper, using Times New Roman, font size 14.

(7) An abstract not exceeding 100 words must be provid-
ed, along with five keywords.

(8) The first page of the manuscript must include:

» Title of the research

*  Author s/Authors’ name(s) and affiliations

*  Author s/Authors’ email address(es)

*  Absiract and keywords

(9) The title must be centered, in Times New Roman, size
16 Bold.

(10) The author s/Authors’ name(s) must be centered un-

der the title, in Times New Roman, size 12 Bold.



(7) Whether the author discusses and supports their find-
ings in a scientific and convincing manner.

(8) The review must remain confidential; the author
should not be informed of any part of the process.

(9) If the reviewer wishes to consult another reviewer, the
Editor-in-Chief must be notified.

(10) Direct communication between reviewers and au-
thors is not permitted, all comments must be sent to the au-
thor through the Managing Editor.

(11) If the reviewer suspects plagiarism, they must specify
the sources to the Editor-in-Chief.

(12) Reviewer comments and recommendations are essen-
tial in deciding whether the manuscript should be accepted
or rejected. The reviewer must clearly identify sections re-
quiring minor editorial changes and those requiring major

revisions by the author.
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Reviewers’ Guidelines

The primary responsibility of the academic reviewer is
to thoroughly examine the manuscript within their field of
specialization using a scholarly and objective academic per-
spective, free from personal views. The reviewer must then
provide constructive and sincere comments on the manu-
script.

Before beginning the review process, the reviewer should
ensure that the manuscript is indeed within their academic
specialization and that they have sufficient time to complete
the review, which must not exceed ten days.

Once the reviewer accepts the task, the assessment should
follow these criteria:

(1) The research must be original and significant.

(2) The research must align with the journal’s general
policy and publication guidelines.

(3) The reviewer must determine whether the topic has
been addressed in previous studies; if so, they should indi-
cate those studies.

(4) The extent to which the title accurately reflects the
content.

(5) Whether the abstract clearly conveys the purpose and
content of the research.

(6) Whether the introduction states the objectives clearly
and identifies the problem addressed in the study.
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